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OVERVIEW OF THE ROPEWALKS  
 

 
 

Ropewalks ï Duke Street ï (Copyright liverpoolpicturebook.com) 

 

The name óRopewalksô goes hand in hand with the Duke Street Conservation 

Area, which is part of Liverpoolôs Merchantôs Quarter.  This conservation area was designated in 1988 and has 

entrusted Liverpool City Council to look after, protect and watch over this part of the city. Its history that has 

origins from the 18th Century growth of Liverpool associated with the expansion as a trading port and the 

starting of the industrial revolution. 

 

In the middle of the nineteenth century, the first óOld Dockô had been reclaimed and the cityôs growth had 

expanded elsewhere. Resulting in the fact that Liverpoolôs heritage and history will always move from central 

positions, here, the area of Ropewalks is a historical area that needs to be promoted far more than it is to provide 

a greater in-depth history on an area that is ever changing. 

 

The Ropewalks area today contain a mixture of late 18th and early 19th century merchantsô houses, counting 

houses and warehouses. However, the area also has later 19th century and early 20th century commercial and 

new building developments. It is an ever-changing area.  

 

The history of the ropewalk buildings groups many outstanding areas of interest, from the Bombed-Out Church, 

to St Peterôs Church Seel Street, to a fantastic nightlife, a historical China-town and ever-changing buildings 

within the area. 

 

Rewind back to the start of the 18th Century in Liverpool and the City was growing as an important commercial 

port. The City and Liverpool Bay became the place to trade for the navigational routes to settlements in North 

America. The óold dockô, the worldôs first commercial ówet dockô was established in 1715 on the basis that there 

was discontent from ship owners that there was nowhere safe to dock ships that arrived in Liverpool to trade 

their valuable cargoes.   

 

The Old Dock was built at a cost of £11,000 and opened on 31 August 1715. The dock accommodated up to 100 

ships. Originally a tidal basin was accessed directly from the river, and from 1737 access was via Canning 

Dock. The dock was built with one graving dock; a second and third graving dock where added in 1746 and the 

1750s. The dock walls were constructed from brick laid directly on to sandstone bedrock. The dock gates would 

have allowed as much as 10% of the water out between high tides, resulting in a water level drop of several feet. 

This may have been offset by water entering the dock from a stream. 

 

Although Liverpool vessels were involved in the slave trade before the dock opened, it would have served ships 

involved in the Africa-America trade, propelling Liverpool to world leader of this trade. The dock led to 

Liverpool's establishment as the leading European port and subsequent world trading port. 

  

The historical Seel Street can be 

traced back to its birth of 1790 and 

is part of the historical Ropewalks 

area within Liverpool City Centre. 

The Ropewalks area is situated 

within the Riverside Ward of 

Liverpool, slightly to the south of 

the main city centre. The land rises 

from the Liverpool 1 complex at 

Hanover Street up towards Berry 

Street and towards Liverpoolôs 

China Town. 

 

These are roads that have taken their 

history and form, from the óroperiesô 

that were founded to service the 

shipping industry following the 

building of the worldôs first 

commercial óWet Dockô, which was 

designed by Thomas Steers on land 

that was reclaimed from the former 

óPoolô in 1715.   
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The Duke Street and Bold Street area developed during the 18th Century as local industry began to spring up in 

the area. Many of these included, ship building, iron works, breweries, and of course ropemaking. Hence the 

name óRopewalksô takes its name due to the prevalence of óroperiesô that were established within the area to 

service the shipping companies of the 18th Century after the construction of the ósafeô Old Dock. The sites of 

the roperies that were then established on the fields have governed the pattern of roads that exist to this day.   

 

 
 

(The street names have derived from connections to important and influential landowners, tenants and 

merchants in the area on whose land the roperies, cooperages, timber yards and foundries operated). ñThe 

Ropers were great men in election times and placed a high value on their votesò. Above - A map of Liverpool 1725 

ï (Copyright liverpool1207.blogwordpress.com) 

 

 
 

Between the main streets, the area was developed as and when needed, so that by about 1785, all the connecting 

streets had emerged. The larger streets show the former residential streets which the trade would take place and 

behind them would be the narrower streets of warehouses and poorer peopleôs houses. 

 

In the 19th Century, while trade in Liverpool was at its peak, obviously aided by the railway on our doorstep, 

the area now known as the óropewalksô fell from grace.   

Sourced from J. Sharples; 

Liverpool ï Pevsner 

Architectural Guides, Yale 

University Press and J. 

Stonehouse ï The Streets of 

Liverpool: 

 

ñThe work required a straight, 

narrow stretch of ground, 

somewhat longer than the rope 

to be made. ï the roperies that 

occupied the site of Bold Street 

were over 300 yards (274 

metres) long.ò 

 

Roperies in and around the area 

were to be found on the sites of 

Bold Street, Renshaw Street, 

Ranelagh Street, Duke Street, 

Parr Street & Berry Street 

(formerly Colquitt Street). 

  
 

74 Seel Street ï Recorded as 

1860ôs John Simpsonôs 

Veterinary Surgeon (Copyright 

Wiki)  

 
The ropewalks area lay within 

a large area owned by the 

corporation and was leased to 

numerous tenants. There 

seemed to be no major overall 

plan for the development of 

the area and the street grid 

was laid out in a speculative 

manner. The only regulations 

by the corporation being on 

the height and elevations of 

the buildings themselves. 
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The railways helped itself to the wealthier classes, often earning a living from the Docks in Liverpool but no 

longer had to live in the city centre and could move out to more affluent areaôs such as Mossley Hill. 

  

The railways were also able to move their produce away quickly and increased the good fortune of the city.  At 

the start of the 1800ôs, a modern network of streets and roads had appeared, and smaller squares and areas had 

sprung up and were becoming more established. 

  

These grand houses built for merchants and counting houses were almost back to back with more modest terrace 

housing and many buildings in the area reflected the dual residency and business need. Probably the most 

famous example being that of the Grade 2 listed Thomas Parrôs House on Colquitt Street. 

 

While the upper classes of the city that once lived in the ropewalks area were now moving out of the city, the 

city did not stand still. Bold Street began to take shape as ótheô place to shop and the ground floor of many old 

houses were converted for such use. Poor people were still confined to several courts with back to back housing, 

and the Duke Street/Bold Street area at this time experienced a population explosion with an influx of Irish 

people seeking fortune in the city   

  

The ropewalks area lay within a large area owned by the corporation and was leased to numerous tenants. There 

seemed to be no major overall plan for the development of the area and the street grid was laid out in a 

speculative manner. The only regulations by the corporation being on the height and elevations of the buildings 

themselves but generally of uniform style that one could easily date the appearance of the building.  

 

The picture below shows Duke Street in the 1950's, showing the general height of the grand houses.  Between 

the main streets, the area was developed as and when needed, so that by about 1785, all the connecting streets 

had emerged.  

 

The larger streets show the former residential streets which the trade would take place and behind them would 

be the narrower streets of warehouses and poorer peopleôs houses. 

 

 
 

The original ropewalks would be totally unrecognisable today, the businesses completely 

different and the whole area regenerated. There are only a few original warehouses left to 

bear testament to its original layout of the roads and the dusty names on billboards.  

 

Duke Street in the 1950ôs ï 

(Copyright cowen-

ent.co.uk) 

 

Moving forward to the 

20th Century, the area 

saw a physical decline.  

 

The effects from the 

bombing in World Was 

2 caused great 

destruction, especially in 

the Wolstenholme 

Square area. But its 

greatest impact was the 

moving away of the 

maritime activity from 

the area.   

 

This resulted in a 

decline of the condition 

of the buildings and 

warehouses and as 

recently seen on Duke 

Street. Original 

warehouses demolished 

to be replaced by lesser 

quality developments.  

The ropewalks area will 

never serve its original 

purpose again.   
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OVERVIEW OF SEEL STREET  
 

 
 

 

 
 

To the east of Hanover Street, this was once all fields and Seel street would only take its name from Thomas 

Seel, who commissioned the architect Thomas Steers to build him a house on Hanover Street, cornering what is 

now Seel Street.  

 

 
 

Thomas Seel the Elder gave his name to the thoroughfare which runs up from 

Hanover Street. It was laid out in 1790. Seel Street and Slater Street retain 

significant portions of original Georgian terraces built when the area was first laid 

out. Slater Street is the most complete, its north-western side being largely intact. 

  

The street runs from Berry Street, crosses Colquitt Street, Back Colquitt Street, 

Slater Street, Concert Square, David Lewis Street and finally to Hanover Street. 

Seel was also a slave trader and was one who directly combined slaves directly 

with trade in Tobacco. He started sending out shipments of European goods in 

1725. He dispatched one ship every year between 1729 and 1747. From 1736 to 

1744 Seel combined tobacco trading with slaves. During these years his vessels 

went first to the Gambia to buy slaves, proceeded to the Rappahannock where 

they delivered just over 100 captives and the loaded tobacco for the return voyage 

to Liverpool. Image copyright Wikipedia.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second building on the right was 

original Thomas Seelôs House in 1765. - 

(Copyright Twitter) 

 
Seel Street has always had an 

interesting past. Back in the 17th 

Century when the roperies were 

expanding in the ropewalks area, 

the geography of Seel Street 

gradually became incorporated into 

the ropewalks area. Many 

businessmen and Merchants lived 

on Seel Street. There were Counting 

Houses that served the local traders, 

and warehouses that stored their 

goods. 

While the names from the past have 

disappeared into the history books, the street 

names continue to live on in Liverpool as a 

testament to the past and its heritage.  

 

The heritage of the people who lived and 

traded from the area may have all but gone 

in name, but the area was shaped by the 

early traders and some of the grand houses 

from the era still survive to this day.  

 

And yet one building has stood out on Seel 

Street since the late 1700ôs. While other 

warehouses have come and gone, St Peterôs 

has not moved location.  

 
Seel Street showing the RC Church circa 1900 ï 

(Copyright maps.nls.uk) 
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The 1785 map is interesting as it shows the birth of the area. The parcels of land correspond to the road names 

of today. Mr Seel ï Seel Street, Mr (Jonas) Bold - Bold Street. Mr Hardman ï Hardman Street. Mr Colquitt ï 

Colquitt Street. For the corresponding streets, Bold Street is named after Jonas Bold, who leased land from the 

Corporation on which St Lukeôs Church and a ropery owned by James and Jonathon Brookes were built. 

  

Bold Street was originally laid out as a ropewalk; a long thin area of land used in the manufacture of rope (the 

area is now known as 'Rope Walks'). They used to measure the rope from the top of Bold Street to the bottom 

because it was the standard length needed for sailing ships. It was laid out for residences around 1780 and 

named after Jonas Bold, a noted slave merchant, sugar trader and banker. In 1802 Bold became Mayor of 

Liverpool. It was also known as "the Bond Street of the North."  

 

Hannover Street was the first to be built, followed by Duke Street, Bold Street and following on from these was 

Seel Street.  Originally the goods brought into the Dock were stored in the merchants houses, but as trade grew, 

they proved to be inadequate, and private warehouses were constructed adjacent to the houses. 

  

Due to the huge demand for plots in this area, the new industrial and warehouse buildings took the form of deep 

plans front to rear, with narrow street frontages and they were extended in height to three or four stories with a 

basement. The housing consisted of a range of buildings from grand Georgian town houses such as the Parr 

residence on Colquitt Street, to terraces as seen at 15-25 Duke Street. 

 

Some of these were arranged around squares or gardens, such as Wolstenholme Square and Cleveland Square, 

and a Ladies Walk was provided along Duke Street. As the warehousing and industrial uses of the area grew, the 

merchants moved to more salubrious suburbs that were being developed higher up the hill in the Canning Street 

area and more distant areas such as Mossley Hill. Some of the former residential properties were adapted to 

other uses, with ground floors converted to shops as the retail importance of the area grew. 

  

As part of this process, the area also saw an increase in the number of labourers attracted to the port and its 

trades, and the accommodation for this group was provided in much poorer back-to-back housing such as Dukes 

Terrace and housing courts. Within the Duke Street area, a number of key buildings remain that help to define 

its History and character.  

 

The area has seen major growth in its time, yet still keeps its heritage in the smaller narrow streets. Some of the 

warehouses are still original in their facade yet their trade is different. It is testiment that the area around St 

Peterôs church as changed, and while the building of St Peterôs has changed itself, it has survived two world 

wars, the social change and still is one of the most original buildings in the immediate area.  

 

 

One of the 

early maps of 

Liverpool is the 

1785, óA plan 

of the Town & 

Township of 

Liverpool, from 

an actual 

survey taken in 

the year 1785 

by Eyesô. 

 

It shows the 

layout of the 

empty parcels 

of land owned 

by Mr Seel.  

 
Copyright - 

bryarsandbryars.

co.uk  
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ST PETERôS CHURCH ï THE BEGINNINGS  
 

 
 
 

Order of Saint Benedict 

 

 
 

The history of the Order can be traced back to the Monastery at Subiaco in Italy circa 529AD. Their orders took 

on the monastic life of what was required at the time and the conditions and by the 9th century the Benedictine 

had become standardised through Western Europe. In circa 597AD, Augustine of Canterbury and his monks 

established the first English Benedictine monastery at Canterbury, and this soon spread throughout the UK at a 

rate.  

 

In Liverpool the Benedictôs could easily be traced to Childwall. Childwall's history goes back to very early days. 

Domesday book records that there was one priest there, holding one carucate of land (about 50 acres). This, 

however, was not for his own use but for the poor of the parish, extending to the Mersey from Garston to past 

Hale. 

 

In 1094 Count Roger Poges of Poitou granted the patronage of Kydewell to the Abbey of St Martin at Sees in 

Normandy.   Childwall then became attached to the Priory of Lancaster which Roger founded as the cell of the 

Abbey. Patronage passed to the Grelleys, Barons of Manchester, during the 13th Century, and a member of that 

family Herbert Grelley was Rector in 1260.  Nearly 50 years later in 1309, Sir Roger de Holland presented 

Childwall to the college of Secular Cannons at Upholland.   

 
The gift was not appreciated, for the Seculars discovered that Childwall was a wilderness more suitable for 

contemplative monks and they gave the place to the Benedictines. The Benedictines kept Childwall until the 

dissolution of the monasteries when it came under the judisdiction of the See of Chester.  

 

The Dissolution of the monasteries took place in the English Reformation in the 16th Century. This was when 

the Church of England broke away from the authority of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church in general. 

Between 1536 and 1541, Henry VIII attempted to disband Monasteries and disposed of their assets.  

 

Although this only occurred for 5 years, it brought mass distruction to many buildings and many orignal 

artifacts were lost at this time, as well as much history on the buildings, as well as Monks who either fled or 

were killed in the process. There are many hundreds of abandoned buildings in the UK that show the past 

history of these desicated monasteries.  

 

St Peterôs Seel Street ï Copyright Liverpool Record Office  

 

St Peterôs Church, Seel Street was constructed in 1788. In a 

mostly rural area, this building has served its parish up until its 

closure in 1993 when the church was deconsecrated.  

 

The building has gone through massive change in its time, from 

that of a small rectangular raural building to the extension in to 

the Priestôs House next door to enlarge the building.  

 

There were important graves found in the Crypt and while the 

building is now a Restaurant/Bar, it is fortunate to have most of 

its fixtures and fittings still complete and in situ. The history is 

most fascinating and starts with the Order of St Benedict.  
 

The Order of Saint Benedict as they are officially known, or the 

Benedictines are a monastic Catholic religious order of Monks. They follow 

the strict Rule of St Benedict and because of their robes, they are sometimes 

known as the Black Monks.  

 

Although being called an óOrderô, they do not operate under a single 

hierarchy and generally their order is represented by the Benedictine 

Confederation. This is an organisation that was set up in 1893 to represent 

the Orderôs shared interests. Image Copyright Wikipedia.com  
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Archibald (Benedict) MacDonald 

 
 

 
MacDonald had great incfluence in Liverpool when he arrived. St Maryôs Del Quey was a small chapel first 

mentioned in records from 1257. It was built as a Chapel of ease for the main Parish Church in Walton (so for 

those who wanted to worship in the Parish but couldnôt get to the main Church, they could worship in a smaller 

local Chapel.) However, by 1773, there was difficulty in understanding the management of the missions of the 

Chapel and this came to a head with the only solution being to hand the chapel over to the Benedictines.  

 

The first to benefit from this handing over was none other than Benedict MacDonald. He had entered regular 

clerical duty in the town and it could not be timed better.  

 

Why was St Peterôs in Seel Street constructed? It was constructed simply because of the increase in the number 

of Catholics in Liverpool and this led to the construction of St Peterôs. He was reluctant to open this church 

simply because it was out of town and surrounded by fields at the time.  

 

MacDonald continued to take office here from 1788 to his death in 1814. He died on the 29th July 1814 in the 

78th year of his life. A grand age at the time. He was interred in to the Vaults of the Chapel of St Peterôs and laid 

there until a strange occurance later in the history of the Church. In 2003, St Peterôs Church (that had been 

deconsecrated in 1993) was being converted to high-specification offices by a Developer in Liverpool when 

workers came across 22 bodies in the Crypt of St Peterôs Seel Street while excavating the crypt area.  

 

Amongst the reports stated that the body of Fr Bede Brewer (one of the founding members of Ampleforth 

College) was discovered. This was also along with monks James Calderbank, Denis Allerton, Benedict Glover, 

Francis Fairclough, Gregory Robinson and Joseph Glover.  

 

Sadly it was stated that as the founder of St Peterôs Church, Archibald Benedict MacDonald, had been buried 

first and that his coffin wasnôt clearly labelled, it was not possible to identify the remains of MacDonald in the 

time allowed. While other Monks had been given a special burial at Ampleforth Abbey, the remains of 14 lay 

people together with the supposed remains of MacDonald were buried in Ford Cemetery.  

 

There appears to be no inscription at Ford Cemetery for this historical person. Indeed there appears to have been 

no formal service for the internment and no burial honour for someone who served Liverpool so well. Only the 

tablet at St Peterôs Seel Street confirms that he was once buried in the Crypt at the Church.  

 

Perhaps one day the body could be properly identified and buried alongside the tablet in a more fitting location 

closer to his serving of his past Chapels.  

 

 

Archibald (Benedict) MacDonald was born in 1739 

(or 1741) at Knoydart, Lochaber, Scotland. He was 

both to Father, Donald MacDonald, and mother, 

Mary Cameron.  

 

He entered Monastic life on the 1st September 1756 

and Professed on the 11th September 1757. He is 

noted for his Missions at the following locations: 

Houghton Yorks - 1766-1770, Standish Hall Lancs ï 

1770-1773, Liverpool - 1783-1788, Seel Street 

Liverpool ï 1788-1814.  

 

He also held Offices at Praepositus of Lancs 1781-

1785 and then Cathedral priorship of Rochester 

1810-1814.  Notes on Archibald state that his Father 

was a Jacobite. Archibald was schooled at St 

Gregoryôs and when he came to Liverpool, he was at 

Edmond Street Chapel (1783-1788) and then 

progressed to the newly built St Peterôs Seel Street 

from 1788-1814. Image copyright Jonathon Wild.  
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St Peterôs Seel Street ï The Early Years  
 
 

 
 

In 1700, Liverpool consisted of only 1,100 houses, and 5,700 inhabitants and yet by 1790, there were 8,500 

houses and 55,000 people living in the city. Again the shipping trade in 1700 was 84 ships and by the late 

1700ôs there were 4,200. Trade was brisk but not without its issues. It was named as the triangular trade, cheap 

wares to West Africa, exchanged there for slaves, the slaves were taken to the West Indies and then sold for 

tobacco and rum. At each stage of the exchange, there was profit to be made.  

 

Father Macdonald, knew where he wanted the Church to go. While it puzzled many of people (even this day), 

his foresight was plain to see. Hanover Street was ceasing to be a section of the outer ring; Bold Street (named 

after Jonas Bold) was already in existance and there were already a few houses built. Thomas Seel who owned a 

good portion of land (as stated above), had, at the time, sold his gardens. They stretched up as far as Mr 

Colquittôs field. The corporation recorded a special resolution on the 1st of Feb 1786. ñOrdered that a Special 

Committee be appointed for the purpose of surveying Bold Street, and several cross streets that lead in to it, as 

they are at present laid down in the plan on the lease lately granted by Jonas Bold, and what alterations could 

be made for the cross streets so as to form a direct communication from Bold Street through Mr Thomas Seelôs 

field to Suffolk Streetò.  

 

Father MacDonald must have had some influence with the Corporation, or indeed he got them on a good day as 

six months after the Church was opened, a note was found to state that: ñAt a common Council held on the 1st 

April 1789, it was ordered that a new Lease to be granted to the Rev Macdonald of the Roman Catholic Chapel 

lately erected by him and situate in Seel Street for three lives of his own nomination and for 21 years afterwards 

under the reserved yearly ground rent of twelvepence per yard for the front.ò 

 

A town plan of 1796 (8 years after the constrution of the Chapel), shows the R.C Chapel standing in isolation at 

the end of Seel Street which ends abruptly just beyond the Chapel at the edge of Mr Colquittôs field.  

 

The Chapel that was ótoo far out of townô is no further out of town than Renshaw Street Chapel and the original 

grievance was from a Captain Nat from Crooked Lane, however no Captain Nat ever resided from Crooked 

Lane. The Church was in the right place for the blossoming streets and was no more out of town than any other 

local Church.  

 
Records do not indicate who actually constructed the property, or of its Architect but it is mainly credited to 

Revd A. B. MacDonald as his name is attached to the reasoning behind the building of the Church. The original 

layout of the building was very uniform and the following documentation is taken from English Heritage 

(Copyright) ï ñCatholic church. 1788, the sanctuary added 1845. Stucco. 2 storeys and 6 bays. Ground floor has 

segmental headed windows, gallery has round-headed windows, all with leaded glazing. Projecting vestry to 1st 

bay. A projecting 2 storeyed porch with pediment, fluted Doric columns, frieze and cornice, and date of 1788 in 

metopes; window in upper storey. Interior has gallery on 3 sides, on columns with leaf capitals. Flat ceiling. 

Mural monument to founder who died 1814 (a draped urn). Sanctuary is more ornate, with gilded Composite 

St Peterôs Church on Seel Street was 

opened on the 7th September 1788 by 

the Revd A. B. MacDonald of the order 

of St Benedict.  

 

The Liverpool Advertiser reported that, 

óOn Sunday last, a new Roman 

Catholic Chapel in Seel Street, was 

opened with High Mass, and a sermon 

by the Reverend Mr Macdonald.  It was 

to be a new beginning in the newly 

constructed Seel Street and would serve 

Revd MacDonald for the next 25 years 

until his death and internment into the 

Church Vaults.  

 

Earliest known drawing of St Peterôs ï 

1811 ï Copyright Liverpool Record 

Office. 
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pilasters, and altar with columns and pediment, modillioned cornice, segmental arched ceiling. Relief mural 

monuments of 1837, 1840 and 1847. Sanctuary said to project into No. 76. Oldest Roman Catholic church in 

Liverpool.ò 

 

The layout of the Church served the population at the time. There would have been no grand Altar, entrance 

chamber or external staircase. The main door to the church is presumed to be at the rear of the Church as per the 

standard layout of many churches. The image above does not show the extension from the current porch or 

staircase. The building had not yet extended in to the Presbytery and it is presumed that there is no Lady Chapel 

at this point because of the restrictions of the space behind the Church building. The Church was surrounded by 

a large wall and access to the Church and garden was via the large iron gate in the wall. The building would 

have stood more or less in its own area until the rest of the street was built up but still the property was out of 

town and would have been a fair walk if parishioners had once served at St Maryôs Del Quay.  

 

Would the Church have been full for the first service? There would have been a great possability seeing as this 

was the newest Church in the area. It is interesting that there appears to have been no gallery when the Church 

was built, the top windows simply letting in light. This is shown by the lack of external porch area which 

currently houses the staircase to access the upper floors. Did the Church plan for a small congretation at the start 

and quickly realise that their needs required a gallery and further seating? Was the Church built in this way to 

guage how popular it would be? It was fortunate that they built the upper story when the building was first 

constructed and this has served for two additional floors up to the present day.  

 

In any case, there were a large amount of windows across all sides of the building. 5 at the side, 3 at the rear 

(both upper and lower floor) and this would have flooded light in to the building. This was built simply because 

there was no electricity at the time and the building relied heavily on natural light. There would have only been 

natural light, and candle light so it is to assume that the Church went through many candles per day! 

 

This building would see massive change in the first 100 years and yet the building has survived to the present 

day, still showing the original footprint, yet the building is easy to understand the changes over the years as a 

serving church and beyond.  

 

 
 

Interior of the Church ï Copyright Liverpool Record Office  

 

On the 21th September 1788, the first baptism was performed at the Church. The first entry to the Church 

records was recorded as ñWas baptised Mary, daughter of John and Mary Goosse; Sponsors, Paul Hewit and 

Margaret Yates.ñ The Goosse is an unusual surname and not easily recognised in local records. The History 

Directory and Gazetteer of 1824 shows the nearest spelling of John Goose who was an agent to carriers, 6 

Dukeôs Dock. Is this the same John as the father of the baptised and there is just a difference in spelling for the 

Church Records?  
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Proving that the Church was popular showed fifteen more baptisms by Dec 31st. The following year in 1789 this 

figure reached to 60 and by 1800, there were 120 baptisms per year.  

 

The picture above shows the rear of the Church in 1926. It shows the statues, the rear door and the Font area. 

Yet if the extension of the porch took place before this time, was the side entrance only used an an additional 

door and access for the staircase? History does not record this. However, the rear of the church would have been 

the main focal point before the extension of the Altar. On the first of April 1789, 7 months after the opening of 

the Church, there was a lease granted by the City Corporation which read, ñTo Father MacDonald and 

successors, of the site of St Peterôs Chapel, so long as a place of worshipò. There was a separate lease granted 

for the house and schools, with the annual ground rent at twelve pence.  

 
 

The Growth of St Peterôs Parish.  
 

Rapid growth took place of the church not only from the baptisms, but also the confirmations. In 1813 alone, 

571 were confirmed by Father MacDonald. The building at this time would have reached capacity and it would 

have been necessary for a rethink on the layout of the property. Originally the entrance was at the rear of the 

Church, passing the font on the way in to the church, but with the Church having an upper section (but with no 

floor), the building was, as previously mentioned, built ahead of its time. It afforded a new layout of the 

property and would have been the start the enlargement of the property, not just upwards but also outwards with 

the erection of a new Porch area, stairs and landing to the upper floor, and the new gallery.  

 

The interior of the layout was transformed. The gallery section on the 1st floor would have provided additional 

seating, and the organ would have found its correct place from that óover the Altarô to the rear of the church in 

its own section on the gallery.  The extension of the building proves that the Church was flourishing, and that 

the upper story was being used for the good of the Church. Dotted around the building are shadows of the past 

and the layout of the building is very much different to that of the original design.  

 

 
 

Why was the Church extended so greatly only 20 or so years since it opened. We must look at the growth of the 

Parish of St Peterôs for the answers. However, one must be careful on who to take the guidance from. 

Historianôs from the past have been both kind and not so kind to Liverpoolôs past. If we are to take the words 

from Professor Ramsay Muir then he describes the streets as dirty, long and depressing, not seeing a well 

dressed person on his travels and that where great wealth had arrived in parts of the city, it was only for the 

chosen few. The warehouses in the town that had stopped plying their trade where to become homes for many 

people in the one area, and even cellar systems that were owned by the gentry would be let out by poor people 

looking for somewhere to live.  

 

The reflection of the poor people of the area is stark when a suurvey in 1790 discovered that there were a total 

of over 8000 inhabited houses of which over 1,700 had inhabited cellars.  

Seen on the left is one of the original 

window archways that was partly bricked 

up and the lower half of the wall removed 

for the new doorway entrance into the 

church from that of the Porch vestibule.  

 

The layout of the church would have been 

transformed, with additional access points 

from this area, a new entrance chamber 

and access to the staircase and upper 

floor.  

 

While it was disappointing to have lost a 

stained-glass window, the building was 

greater for an additional entrance. The 

building would go on to be bombed in 

World War 2 losing much of its original 

stained-glass and history does not record 

where this stained-glass window went. 
Image copyright Jonathon Wild.  
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A further survey of the businesses in the area observed that every seventh house in the vicinity was open for the 

sale of liquor. It meant that for ever 4 people (on average) sharing a cellar system, they were virtually within 

spitting distance of a public house. While Freddie O Connorôs óA pub on every cornerô book that was written 

about Scotland Road in the 1980ôs, this set up of trade would have made Scotland Road look empty!  

 

There was mass poverty in the area, crime was rife and there was no real answer until 1811 when the Town 

Council reoganised the Police, reorganised the layout of the City and created seven districts ï each having three 

constables for each district.  

 

A more attractive review of Liverpool is taken from an edition of the Liverpool Guide and describes the area of 

óthe view of Castle Street presents a view not to be excelled in perhaps the Capitalô For some historians, 

Liverpool was easily written about, yet some where more romantic than others.  

 

A further review of the area around St Peterôs at the time provides interesting. The Goreôs General Advisor in 

1803 paint a good picture on the area. It talks of the newly opened Lyceum in Bold Street, and the up and 

coming area. The Theatre Royal is open for playôs and even the Mayor, Jonas Bold (Bold Street is named after 

him) opens up licencing meetings in the town to stop the spread of illegal inns and public houses.  

 

Properties in the Parish come up for sale. No 81 and 82 Pitt Street and also two houses at the corner of Hurst and 

Garden streets. (This is now the site of the entrance to the Kingôs Dock).  

 

As a final cheerful extract from the historical notes, a H. Forshaw of the Globe Tavern, John Street, provides 

Turtle Soup daily from 12pm till 2pm and has ña few fine Turtle in Pots to carry to any part of the Kingdomò.  

 

 

Serving Fatherôs and Assistants  
 

When Archibald Macdonald took up his position at St Peterôs, he had assistance to help him during his role as 

any church or chapel would expect. These were Frs Rich. Pope, John Lawrence Barnes, Wm Jerome Digby and 

Jas. Calderbank.  

 

¶ Fr Rich Pope was born 1st Jan 1760 and professed in 1782. His missionary work took him to St Peterôs 

in 1789, Lawkland in 1790, Lytham (undated) and finally Netherton 1804. He passed away on the 24th 

July 1828 in Netherton and is buried just outside the south aisle of Sefton Church.  

 

¶ John Lawrence Barnes was born on the 1st Jan 1748. It does not state where John was born but he 

professed in 1769. His Missions were St Peterôs Liverpool in 1790 and Bonham (undated). He died on 

the 31st May 1803.  

 

¶ William Jerome Digby (birth date unknown) was Clothed on the 8th September 1759 and Professed on 

the 15th March 1761. His Missions were varied and took him to: Etal 1783, St Maryôs Liverpool 1784, 

Bath 1785, London 1794, St Maryôs Liverpool 1794, St Peterôs Liverpool 1796-1808, Warrington 

1808-16, Saltwell 1816-22. He died on the 7th April 1825 at Downside.  

 

¶ James Calderbank was born on 1st Jan 1770. He Professed in 1793 and was Ordained on the 21st 

December 1793. His missions were: Acton Burnell (undated), Birkenhead (undated), Parbold 

(Undated), Vernon Hall (Undated), Bath 1800, Weston 1805, London 1806, St Peterôs Liverpool 1808, 

Bath 1809, Crosby 1817, Woolton 1819. He died on the 9th April 1821 and was buried at St Peterôs 

Seel Street and reburied at Ampleforth on July 2004.  

 

 
On the 29th July 1814, Archibald Benedict MacDonald passed away. History does not give the cause but it was 

likely that it was simply old age. He lived till he was 78, a ripe old age for that period of history and was 

interred in St Peterôs Vaults. We will look to visit the Vaults at a later stage in this document but his final resting 

place is far removed from the grand crypt at St Peterôs, and Fr Macdonald now lies in an unmarked grave in 

Ford Cemetery, Litherland. Should the ócreatorô of St Peterôs be reinterred in to a greater place or even buried 

back at St Peterôs Seel Street?  
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For such a dignified person as Father Macdonald, history does not record much personal details. He wrote three 

volumes of sermons and a prayer book.  

 

A note or two must not be forgotten about the Founder for St Peterôs, Father MacDonald. The Liverpool 

Mercury reported that (on the 5th August 1814 - Deaths): 

 

ñOn Friday last at Woolton, the Rev Archibald MacDonald, aged 78 years, many years the respected Roman 

Catholic Pastor of Seel Street in this town. A solomn service was performed with the Altar pulpit and front seats 

hung with black cloth. The dead March in óSaulô preceded the Requiem which with the Dies Irae and the 

Sanctus and other parts of the Ritual were performed under the direction of Mr Molineux. The officiating 

clergymen walked in procession to the bottom of the Chapel, when the burial service was read by Rev Thomas 

Fisher, and the body was committed to the grave.  

 

William Dunstan Tarleton  

 

  
 

His assistants were:  

 
Henry Leo Spain. He was born on the 22nd Feb 1790 and Professed in 1808. 

His Missions were at St Peterôs in Liverpool in 1818 and Birtley 1815. He died 

on the 22nd November 1850 aged 60 at Lommelet, Lille.  

 

Thomas Gregory Robinson. He was born on the 9th October 1780 and 

Professed in 1804. His Missions were at St Peterôs Liverpool 1815, Provincial 

of York 1822. He died on the 2nd May 1837 at Liverpool and was interred at St 

Peterôs Seel Street only to be reburied at Ampleforth in July 2004.  

 

Noted that during his brief Rectorship at St Peterôs Seel Street, the Register of Burials in St Peterôs vaults began 

in Feb 1816. Above right ï copyright Jonathon Wild.  

 

 

Thomas Gregory Robinson 

 

After the death of Tarleton, Fr. Thomas Gregory Robinson served the parish for the longest role as Rector. 

Thomas Gregory Robinson was born on the 9th October 1780. He Professed in 1804 and served his Missions at 

St Peterôs Seel Street from 1816 and also the Provincial of York from 1822. He died on the 2nd May 1837 in 

Liverpool and was interred at Seel Street, being reburied at Ampleforth in July 2004. His assistant was:  

 

¶ Fr Vincent Glover. He was born on the 11th Feb 1791 and Professed in 1804. His Missions were at 

Knaresborough in 1815, St Peterôs 1816 and Brownedge in 1838. He died at Brownage on the 6th 

August 1840. Fr Vincent Glover would go on to serve St Peterôs for 22 years as the Pastor of the 

Congregation.  

 

Robinson was born in Bath and before being enlisted in to the Church, he was a surgeon in the Navy. It was 

noted that he óPossessed of no ordinary abilitiesô and enlisted in the Priory in 1813. The three years he served 

brought him up to speed and he resigned from the Priory to come to St Peterôs in 1816. For those that didnôt 

know him personally, he could be considered to be a person who was not easily approached. Some considered 

His successor was William Dunstan Tarleton who was born in 1772 in Lancashire. He was 

Clothed in 1791 and Professed on the 17th Aug 1794. His Missions were at St Maryôs 

Liverpool 1802, St Peterôs Liverpool from 1814-1816. Image copyright Liverpool Record 

Office. 

 

Tarleton was one of the exiled from Dieuleward and made his óprofessionô at Action 

Burnell. While the wandering community made Ampleforth their home, he was sent to St 

Maryôs Liverpool. Only four years later, he was contacted to become the Prior of 

Ampleforth, but he flatly refused the position.   

However, his tenure at St Peterôs was short lived as he passed away on the 12th June 1816 at 

Liverpool from Typhus at only age 44. He was probably buried at Seel Street but he was not 

one of those moved to Ampleforth in 2004. 
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him a cold fronted person, yet in truth, when one actually befrended him, they would find the complete opposite. 

He would be cheerful in his nature. Surprising that he was a Father as it was said that he listened more than he 

spoke. However, he must have done something right at the Church for his long tenure was testiment to those that 

chose to worship at the Church and befriend him in his own right.  

 

He was instrumental in making use of the space in the Church and considered the use of the building limiting to 

his services, so much that in 1810, the addition of the porch and gallery took place.  

 

When the church was constructed in 1788, it was a fairly simple layout. Pews on the ground floor, altar against 

the original wall before the extension, and natural light and candle light to light the church in the evenings. 

There was no gallery in the 1788 construction and therefore there would have been no real place to house an 

organ with manual blowers. There may have been a manual organ in the church during construction but history 

does not record St Peterôs having an Organ till later on.  

 

In 1817/1818, the Church is greatly enlarged. The church being so popular and full during its services that it is 

deemed necessary to extend the church, outwards and upwards! There was no óupstairsô at the 1788 construction 

and yet the building of the church was built with the future in mind. Had this been a single story Church then the 

building would have been probably demolished and re-constructed, but the architect knew of this and would 

have had future plans for the building.  Orginally there would have been no access to the upper part of the 

Church, possible little more than a ladder to clean the windows. However in 1817/1818, there was great change 

to the building and this was little more than a few pews.  

 

The Organ 

 

When the building was enlarged, the Organ was moved from its original place that was strangely listed as óOver 

the Altarô and installed at the rear of the Church at the back of the gallery. The original builders of the Organ are 

unknown; however, the original was a 3 manual (Keyboard) powered by hand blowers.  Its new position was in 

the west end in the gallery and there was an attempt to beautify the organ with relevant casework appropriate to 

the interior.  

 

The óCouplerô were, Swell to Pedal, Swell to Great, Swell octave to Great, Swell sub-octave to Great, Swell 

octave, Swell suboctave, Great to Pedal. The acccessories were, 4 thumb pistons to each manual, 4 toe pistons to 

Swell, 4 toe pistons to Great and Pedal, Toe pistons to Great and Pedal, Toe piston for Gt/pd, Thumb Piston for 

Gt/pd, Sw/Gr, Thumb piston for Tromba on Swell, Balanced Swell pedal, Great and Pedal pistons combined, 

Switches adjustable from trays at each side of the console. The Organ was blowing electric.  

 

The Console type was ódetachedô, and the stop type was óstopkeyô. The console itself was in the North part of 

the gallery facing South.  In 1954, after the war, and possible because of the damage of the roof from the war, 

the Organ was rebuilt by Rushworth & Dreaper. They were an 1810 outfit and well trusted Organ builders of the 

day based in Liverpool.  

 

During the conversion of St Peterôs by Urban Splash, the organ was removed from the gallery at St Peterôs Seel 

Street and installed in the Choir Gallery at the west end of Holy Family in Southport.  

 

It was removed by the organ builder Syd Reeves, the organ was renovated, cleaned and reassembled in two 

halves rather than the original whole, the swell on the left and the great on the right. The music from this organ 

will continue to live on from St Peterôs Seel Street to the congregation in Southport.  

 

 

Image Copyright ï holyfamilysouthport.co.uk  

 

The plans to enlarge the building resulted in the following:  

 

¶ A new Porch entrance which gave access to a staircase to 

lead to the upper gallery and organ loft. 

¶ The removal of the Organ that original sat óover the alterô 

and installed at the rear of the Church. 

¶ The use of some of the Presbytery for additional room next 

door.  
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The sharp rise of the stone staircase is not truly spiral, and this allowed parishioners young and old to ascend the 

stairs with ease. Iron balustrades were added to the layout and later, additional wooden bannisters were installed 

against the outer walls of this óroomô so that climbers of the stairs could do so in complete safety. The stairs are 

not very challenging and rise well to the small landing before entering the gallery area. Prior to this doorway, 

there would have been a stained-glass window here. Above images copyright Jonathon Wild.  

 

Even to the present day, the Porch area is a great asset to the building, and it affords access to the upper floors of 

the current use of the building. While there was a loss of a stained-glass window of where the porch óentranceô 

was placed, it is a worth edition to the building and yet, one wonders why this was not built with this 

construction from the start. Certainly, the building could hold more parishioners in their service, and the óupper 

floorô would have been an asset to the building, yet it took 25 years before the idea to open the church further. 

Was it a lack of money from the start, was it an error on the part of the Architect? Was it to make sure that the 

building looked ófullô on its ground floor services? It was a grand plan to enlarge the church and one could have 

looked down towards the Altar from a lofty grand position. The use of the gallery gave the Church a far grander 

appearance and yet provided no loss of space on the ground floor.  

 

 

The image on the left shows the Porch and 

side/rear of the Church from 1938, but largely 

unchanged since its construction in 1810.  

 

It shows the alteration of the Church where the 

side or rear entrance could be used, and the 

Porch provided shelter from the street before 

gaining access into the body of the Church. The 

staircase would take one up to the gallery in 

which further seating could be used for the 

service.  

 

Further to this, the Organ was now in its correct 

place at the rear of the Church to project its 

grand music towards the front.  

 
Image Copyright ï Liverpool Record Office.  
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A contemporary image of the Gallery looking towards the Altar in 1926. (above)  Images Copyright Liverpool City 

Council. (Below), the rear Organ gallery with the Organ removed showing restoration in 2003. 
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While the alteration of the building provided further seating, the repositioning of the Organ, a new Porch and 

staircase, it was still deemed important enough to have a óreopeningô of the Church. And Fr. Robinson would have 

wasted no time in making this a grand important occasion to showcase his ónewô property. The reopening of the 

building took place on 27th November 1812. It was noted that the choir sang Mozartôs Twelfth Mass and Fr. 

Baines, O.S.B (later Bishop) preached.  

 

However, Fr Robinson did not stop there and made further changes to the street.  

 

78 Seel Street  
 

 
 

 

This building was the former St Peterôs School on Seel Street. It was noted on the front of the building that the 

inscription date was 1817 but this was a modern addition. The 1920ôs St Peterôs Seel Street Bazaar Handbook 

lists this as opening in 1817, but the history from this book is based on the Centenery Record from 1888. It is 

difficult to confirm the actual date even with Goreôs directory. The directory for 1841 lists the erection of the 

building as 1st July 1831.  

 

To determine the history further, the lease of the properties of the street have to be reviewed further. If one is to 

review the lease of 1789 then this is accompanied by a plan showing the chapel, and next to it the house óand 

garden on the other side of Seel Streetô. This area is marked óSchoolô. Further information in the lease presents 

the information of óa piece of ground with the school theron erected on the North West side of Seel Streetô.  

 

The general review of the layout of the street was that there was a small school that was opposite the Church in 

1789 and this was part of, or in conjuction with St Peterôs Seel Street. The school was then moved from the 

other side of the road in 1817 where it was next door but one to St Peterôs, and then in 1831, the present building 

was erected for use for St Peterôs School.  

 

To go back to the history of this school in the past, there was a joint project between the Church and the 

Corporation. If the St Peterôs Bazaar Handbook is read carefully, it mentions that in the past, a wealthy burgess 

had founded and endowed a local school.  

This endowment ended during the time of the Reformation but the Corporation continued to house this school 

and for a part time, it was housed in the former chapel of Our Lady Del Key. It was later transferred to School 

Lane (of which the lane takes its name from). However it was overshadowed by the Blue Coat School and after 

the last schoolmaster passed away in 1803, it was no more.  

 

However, further schools were established in the area such as Bevington Bush and Park Lane.  

 

 

 

Historic England (copyright) lists the 

building as:  

 

Warehouse probably once a school. 

1830's, brick, with stone dressings, slate 

roof, 2 storeys with basement, 5 bays, top 

pediment/gable with plaque. Basement 

lintel course. Ground floor windows have 

chamfered lintels those to 1st floor on sill 

band, with wedge lintels. All windows 

have casements. Reeded doorcase and 

framed fanlight. 

 

The building is currently used for the 

Nightclub óBrooklyn Mixerô and 

comprises of a ground floor, upper floor 

and basement area in a large open plan 

building with large windows and some 

original features.  
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The images above and below are from the interior shots of Brooklyn Mixer, the club that is now housed in 78 

Seel Street, and while it has been transformed from that of a School to a nightclub, one can still see the large 

layout of the property and understand how large a school this was compared to the smaller houses on Seel Street 

at the time. The building is fairly uniform in its style, a main entrance door from a flight of steps leads in to the 

ground floor level with 4 large windows. A further staircase rises to the first floor where there are 5 large 

windows that bring the light in from outside.  
 

Both images copyright venuescannercom & snookarchitects.com 
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Fr. Robinson 

 

Fr. Robinson had, up until 1828, served the Parish for 12 years, and it was not surprising that after devoting so 

much time to the re-ordering of the Chapel, the construction of St Peterôs School and the general overview of 

the Chapel, his health started to fail and to help with the general running of the Church, a second assistant was 

sent to St Peterôs to assist. The staff at the church would remain as 3. The first to be named was Fr. Prest and the 

follows the further assistants:  

 

¶ Richard Ambrose Prest: Born 1st Jan 1801. He was Clothed in 22nd Dec 1818 and Professed in 23rd 

Dec 1819. And Ordained on the 18th Dec 1824. His Missions were: Knaresborough 1824, Swinburne 

1828, St Peterôs Liverpool 1828, Aigburth 1837, Stockeld 1844, Aigburth 1850, Rixton 1851, 

Waterloo, Liverpool 1852, Aigburth 1853, Hereford 1859. He founded the Mission at Grassendale, 

Liverpool and died on the 5th December 1860 aged 59. 

¶ George Alban Caldwell: Born on the 26th June 1806. He Professed in 1825. His Missions were at St 

Peterôs Liverpool in 1832, Clayton Green 1834, St Peterôs Liverpool 1839, Ormskirk 1844, Little 

Crosby 1856, Lee House Preston ï 1859, Netherton 1868. He died on the 15th Jan 1870 aged 63.  

¶ William Placid Corlett: Born on the 1st Jan 1807 and Professed in 1825. His Missions were St Peterôs 

Liverpool ï 1834, Hindley 1836, and Standish 1863. He died on the 8th September 1872.  

¶ Michael Placid Sinnott: Born on the 8th May 1803 and Professed in 1827. His Missions were L 

Malvern ï 1835, St Peterôs Liverpool ï 1833, Colwich ï 1839, Weobly ï 1841, Coventry ï 1848, 

Bungay 1850, Chideock 1854, Dowlais 1857, Merthyr Tydvil 1859, Stanbrook 1865, Rhymney 1866, 

Stratford 1867, Ch Sodbury 1869. He Died on the 7th Jan 1896.  Sinnott held the record for the longest 

óin serviceô at the age of 92 years old.  

 

 

Fr. Joseph Vincent Glover  

 

Fr. Robinson resigned from his post in 1835. After 19 years of long service and some ill health, he finally left St 

Peterôs and passed away on the 2nd May 1837. He was buried at Seel Street and reburied at Ampleforth in July 

2004.  

 

After Fr. Robinsonôs long service at the Church, Fr Gloverôs was short (1835 ï 1838). It was noted that his 

health was already in decline and his tablet states, ñDelicate in Constitution, and worn out in the service of the 

Publicò. Only two years after he resigned his post, he passed away in Brownedge.  It is little surprise that his 

health suffered as those years were full of change in the town. Not all of it good. The Municipal Reform Act 

came in to force in 1835. The city had been governed by a common council for a long time ï its membership 

was for life. Quite simply, any vacancies that occurred were filled by the council itself. There had been great 

work done in creating and sustaining the fortune of the Liverpool shipping, but all this was about to change. The 

Liberal reformers came into force and the first elections almost absorbed all the Tories.  

 

This was not a good time. The Liberals took charge and populated many changes, but it was their religious 

education policy that was too fair-minded. They simply allowed Ministers of all denominations to teach at stated 

hours in the Corporation Schools. The Church of England was not impressed as this muscled in on their 

monopoly and provoked attacks and turned against the Catholics and the Irish. In 1836, only three liberals 

gained seats and the party restored to the Church of England, the monopoly of religious teaching in the two 

Corporation Schools. Quite simply, Catholic children had to be withdrawn and the era of mixed schools was 

ended.  

 

 

It is little surprise that Fr. Gloverôs inscription 

stated that he was worn out. He would have been 

under full pressure to have seen great unrest at 

his Church, but even more so, within St Peterôs 

School and because of removal of Children from 

the school, this would have meant some 

parishioners moving away from the Church ï 

less numbers meant less assistance and 

population at the Church, and less in the 

collection box each service. Image copyright 

Jonathon Wild.  
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Fr Ralph Ephrem Pratt  

 

Fr Ralph Ephrem Pratt was born on the 23rd April 1802. He Professed in 1820 and was educated at Downside. 

His missions were at: Knaresborough 1832, St Peterôs Liverpool 1838, Redditch 1840, and Coventry 1850.  

 

He came from Yorkshire and had already served 5 years at Knaresborough before taking up the role as Rector at 

St Peterôs in 1838. While his tenure was short at the Church, he made some interesting changes to the physical 

building. He wanted to improve the Sanctuary of the building. At this point, the Church would have slightly 

encroached into the Sanctuary and he wanted to make further improvements to this area of the church.  

 

He made the use of two additional vestries with an organ loft over one of them. History does not record the 

physical changes in a drawing, but this would have surely encroached into the Presbytery, though it was not 

fully extended until 1845. Was the original brick wall knocked through at this stage where the original altar 

stood, and space given from the Presbytery? The Organ loft was stated to have been over this Vestry. It was still 

in use till 1868, it was used for the Choir. When the choir and Organ were transferred to the rear of the building, 

the recess was sometimes referred to as St Anthonyôs Chapel.  

 

 

Upon further physical research on the building, the 

original brick wall that housed the alter shows a bricked-

up door or window area. This would have led into the 

Presbytery. Was this part of the Presbytery used as a 

recess which would have encroached on the layout of the 

building? This would not have been a basic extension but 

would have afforded access to the upper part of the organ 

loft for access, and any repair work. There is no sign of 

any staircase from the Church itself, was the entrance of 

the presbytery used as sole access to the Organ and choir 

loft? Images copyright Jonathon Wild.  

 

 

Again, viewing the physical layout of the Lady Chapel 

(which wasnôt constructed till 1845), there is a further 

change in brickwork and there is evidence of either a 

window or doorway bricked up that was once the main 

part of the óback wallô of the Church. Was this extended 

in to at the time? History does not record the full layout 

of this side of the Church which would have been 

óexternalô at one point. Was this the recess that was 

named St Anthonyôs Chapel later to be completely 

changed into the Lady Chapel in 1845? It remains a 

mystery itself until further historical information is to 

hand.  
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In 1840, Fr Pratt left St Peterôs and went to serve at Redditch. In 1870 he retired and sadly in 1875, he passed 

away on the 18th May 1875 at Downside.  

 

It was noted that Fr. Primavesi had taken great lengths to secure a portrait of Fr. Pratt. However, one was 

produced and was hung in the Presbytery. The image showed him in his later years as when he came to St 

Peterôs, he was already 36.  

 

Noted as the assistants of Fr Glover and Fr Pratt were Frs Prest, Caldwell and Carlett and Sinnot as previously 

mentioned, however there was also Fr Worsley.  

 

¶ Fr John Clement Worsley: He was born on the 21st May 1812 and came to Ampleforth in 1826. 

Clothed in 1831, he Professed on the 15th October 1833. His Missions were at St Peterôs Liverpool in 

1838, Rainhill in 1840 and Bath in 1842. He died on the 2nd May 1886 aged 74 at Bath.  

 

 

Fr. James Francis Appleton 

 

Fr James Francis Appleton was born on the 1st of January 1807 in Preston. He was clothed on the 20th October 

1826, professed on the 14th November 1827, and was Ordained in 1830.  

 

Before becoming the next Rector at St Peterôs, he was held in high esteem because of his previous work as Prior 

of his monastery in Douai. He made great efforts in reorganisation, clearing debts and development of the 

monastery, at a cost to himself. His health suffered and he resigned and was sent across to Seel Street, 

Liverpool.  

 

However, he must have enough rest at St Peterôs as he found renewed enthusiasm and saw what the Church 

needed ï it needed to be enlarged again!  

 

 

76 Seel Street  

 

 
 

No 76 Seel Street is listed by English Heritage as: 
(Copyright) 
 

House. Early C19. Brick with stone dressings, slate roof. 3 

storeys. 3 bays. Windows have wedge lintels; 2nd floor 

windows have casements, others are sashed, those to 1st 

floor with glazing bars. Top cornice. Plain iron area 

railings. Panelled door and round traceried fanlight in 

wooden doorcase of pilasters, panelled tympanum and 

cornice. 

 

While St Peterôs Seel Street was built first, 76 Seel Street 

was not far behind. Constructed at the start of the 18th 

century for the Priests to serve the Church, it was a 3-story 

building of generous proportions.  

 

Fr. Appleton must have had enough influence to have 

decided to knock through in the Presbytery. The main parts 

of the floors were removed, and the result transformed into 

the Sanctuary, the wall between the old Church and house 

being taken down. The smaller front room of the building 

became the sacristy and the first floor over the now disused 

balcony and with a store-room behind, facing the street.  

 

It was noted that óOn the last Sunday after Pentecost, 1845, 

the following was noted: After today, there will be no Mass 

either on Sundays before Christmas when it will be 

reopened for Divine Serviceô. (Image ï copyright Google 

Maps) 
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Above left shows the original entrance to the Presbytery now with the additional temporary wall constructed for 

the Bar/Restaurant storeroom. This would have once been open plan and is shown by the original cornice on the 

ceiling. However, no staircase remains in this property. Would this have been positioned by the front door 

affording access to upstairs or the front room as soon as you walk into the property? The answer is lost in the 

history of time and wasnôt recorded. Above images copyright Jonathon Wild.  

 

 
 

The building of the new Sanctuary took place between 

November 23rd and December 21st, 1845 and transformed 

the Church. While it made the front room of the presbytery 

smaller in size, the Churches space was considerably 

extended ï and served as a new function, as the focal point 

would have then been at the grand new Altar. The Frôs 

could access the Church from the presbytery and vice versa.  

 

 
 
 

The image on the left 

shows the Sanctuary in 

an undated view. It 

completely transformed 

the Church and gave 

access to the Presbytery, 

the balcony and gave a 

focal point to the Church 

Altar. The use of the 

Sanctuary gave 

additional space and 

because it was raised, 

gave a clearer view of 

the service.  

 
Copyright Liverpool 

Record Office.   
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1847 ï The Great Famine 

 

 
 

However, the City of Liverpool wasnôt just open to Irish immigration during these times, over 50,000 Irish 

migrants were already living in Liverpool by the end of the 1930ôs. However, when the Irish Famine took hold 

at the start of 1845, it was estimated that over 1.5million people crossed the sea heading for Liverpool. 

 

During the crossing, over a third of people had already passed away from hunger and disease. While many 

people used Liverpool as a further port to travel to America, over 30,000 people stayed in Liverpool.  

While the Liverpool Docks provided work for the locals, the Irish were not welcome. It was thought that they 

would take jobs and spread disease and cause further upset. They often took low-paid jobs just to stay alive. 

Women were even harder hit as there would be casual jobs advertised, yet they would often state óNo Irishô.  

 

In Liverpool, the township has changed so that some parts that were poor are now affluant, while some affluant 

parts of the city are now considered to be less important than they used to be. Continuing with hunger disease 

and already insanitary conditions of the poor areas of Liverpool, an epidemic of typhus began. (The Great 

Plague). In 1846, typhus was reported in Liverpool. However, it was a small outbreak of just over 400 reported 

cases. They could be contained and monitored. However, with the influx of Irish after the Great Hunger, over 

57,000 cases were reported in Liverpool alone. This was raised in a Vestry meeting at St Peterôs on the 8th June 

1847.  

 

 

Between 1845 and 1849, the Great Famine (or The Great 

Hunger) was a period for Ireland for its mass starvation, 

disease and emigration. This timeline is also named the Irish 

Potato Famine and the eventual emigration for many people 

from Ireland caused the population to drop by up to 25%.  

 

The cause was the Potato Blight. It is effectively water 

mould from a micro-organism that effects the crop and either 

goes on to provide disease to the consumer, or provide such 

famine that people literally starved.  

 

The Blight infected potato crops across Europe which 

resulted in deaths of over 100,000 in total. To escape this 

Famine, many hundreds of thousands emigrated across to the 

mainland UK. Liverpool was no exception and traditionally, 

the port of Liverpool had the greatest influx of immigrants 

due to it being the closest port to Ireland. Even today, 

Liverpool has great Irish ancestry, owing to the migration to 

Liverpool, and where people decided to stay in the city. 

James Francis Appleton was born on the 1st Jan 1807. He was Clothed 

on the 20th Oct 1826, Professed on the 14th Nov 1827 and Ordained in 

1830. (He built up St Edmunds at Dowai and later foundations of the 

later Chapel).  

 

His Mission was at St Peterôs from 1841 onwards but suffered the 

effects of Typhus. This was sadly caused by administrating to the sick 

in the Parish. However, he gradually recovered only to be struck down 

after consuming some whiskey ï against the doctors orders. The 

Whisky acted like poison to his body and died on a visit to Stanbrook. 

He died on the 26th May 1847 at the age of 40.  

 

Outside St Patrickôs Chapel in Toxteth, Liverpool, there is a monument 

which the inscription reads: In memory of the Liverpool priests who, 

attending the sick caught typhus fever and died in 1847. 

 

In one inscription states: Rev. JAMES APPLETON, D.D., O.S.B., of 

St. Peter's, May 26. (Image copyright ï geography.org.uk) 
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In the Lady Chapel of St Peterôs Church, there is a tablet which reads as above: (Image copyright Jonathon Wild) 

 

IF ANY MAN SICK AMONG YOU LET HIM BRING IN THE PRIESTS OF THE CHURCH 

 

IN MEMORY OF THE  

REV JAMES APPLETON D. D. O. S. B.  

INCUMBENT OF THIS CHURCH 

WHO DIED  A MARTYR OF CHARITY  

ON THE 26TH MAY 1847 

IN THE 40TH YEAR OF HIS AGE 

THE 21ST OF HIS RELIGIOUS PROFESSION  

AND 18TH OF HIS PRIESTHOOD 

 

MAY HIS SOUL AND THE SOULS OF ALL OUR FAITHFUL PASTORS DEPARTED 

THROô THE MERCY OF GOD REST IN PEACE AMEN.  

 

In January 1847, it was noted that there were 24 priests in Liverpool. At the end of September, ten of them were 

dead and of the other 14, eight had caught the typhus but survived. The loss of Fr Appleton greatly affected the 

Church and services were stopped for a time being ï as well as for other Churches in the area.  

 

 

Fr. Thomas Benedict Bonney 

 

 
 

 

 

Thomas Benedict Bonney was born on the 6th Feb 1813. He was Clothed on the 

9th October 1834, Professed on the 16th October 1835, and Ordained in 1839.  

 

He came to St Peterôs in 1847 a note or two must be mentioned of the change to 

the district of which fell under his Parish. Bold Street was changing from that of a 

residental street to more of a commercial shopping street, and the Salthouse Dock 

was swept away taking many roads with it and its residents. In Norfolk Street, a 

temporary chapel ï a mere shed in appearance, was erected in 1852 in to a parish 

separate from St Patrickôs and its new church, St Vincentôs was opened 4 years 

later.  

 

Bonney would have come to the Church with the new Altar and layout and would 

not have seen the ósmallerô venue. He would have been well pleased with the 

Church and would have considered this as a well fashioned place to be.The town 

was taking shape and would have seen an influx of people at the ónewô St Peterôs 

Church. He would go to understand this Church and Parish well for the next 16 

years. (Copyright Liverpool Record Office)  
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The Crypt  

 

The last burial in St Peterôs Vaults was in 1854. History does not record the exact location of the original 

entrance of the Vaults. The entrance would have been large enough to have walked down with ease, and with 

the internment of a coffin, it would have been an occasion where more than one people could fit down with 

ease.  

 

The Vault entrance today is a small hatch in the storeroom of the former Presbytery and is not opened to the 

public. On closer inspection, it appears to run under the former presbytery and also run further under the present 

Chancel and Altar.  

 

 
 

 

The entrance to the Vaults is 

now through a narrow hatch, 

which in turn gives access to 

a ladder for access into this 

area. The picture to the left 

shows the ladder leading 

from the hatch and behind 

the ladder is the original 

boiler workings for the 

Church.  

 

The Vaults are dry and 

appear to be a constant 

temperature being 

underground, yet the air is 

stale through a lack of use 

and a lack of fresh air 

running through the room.  

 

It is pitch black when a torch 

is turned off!  

 

 

Turning to the 

left to 

understand 

the layout of 

the crypt, 

there is 

further space 

and further 

walls which 

provide an 

insight into 

the extension 

to the Altar 

chamber in 

front of the 

camera. 
Images 

copyright 

Jonathon Wild.  
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Following the walls, the Vaults split in to two at 

this point. One direction head towards a door and 

enclosed section, while the other section provides 

vaulted archways to the right-hand side.  

 

The brickwork is in good order and supports the 

full weight of the house/altar above and yet 

intricate enough to form an arched area for its 

natural uses.  

 
Images copyright Jonathon Wild.  

 
 

 

On the left-hand side of the vaults, there 

is a wooden door which leads to a 

sectioned off part of the vault. Inside is 

empty yet this may have been an area for 

coffins of a grander nature that were 

sealed off at one point.  

 

It may have been a further storeroom for 

interments, but history does not record 

any ashes or caskets that were placed in 

the Vaults, only coffins.  

In the centre of the crypt are the arched 

vaults which span part of the right-hand 

side of the crypt. They are about 5ft high 

and would have been the place to have 

stored coffins under.  

 

As the vaults go further underground, the 

area is still spacious and still provides 

the visual history on the layout of the 

Church above and the extension into the 

new Altar.  
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Fr. Thomas Benedict Bonney (Continued)  

 

It was noted that the Church had prospered during these years and there is no greater indication than when the 

notes on Fr. Bonney confirmed that he had 10 Priests assisting him during his time at the Church. These were:  

 

¶ Fr. T. M. Margison  ï 1847-1851 - (Additional details unknown) 

¶ Fr. J. B. Swale ï 1847 -1850 - John Bede Swale, Born in 1808 and was Clothed in 1826, Professed in 

1827, Ordained 1832. His Missions were: Felton 1846, St Peterôs Liverpool 1847, Birtley 1850, 

Easingwold 1879. 

¶ Fr. C. W Price ï 1850 ï 1851 -  Charles Wilfred Price, Born in Liverpool on the 1st Jan 1819. Clothed 

in 1834, at Broadway. He Professed in 1836 and Ordained on the 3rd Dec 1849. His Missions were: St 

Anneôs Liverpool 1850, Coventry 1852, Chideok 1853, Coventry 1854, Chepstow 1857, Abergavenny 

1858, Chideock 1859, Bridgend 1864, Swansea 1873, Clytha 1877.  

¶ Fr. T. M. Shephard ï 1851 -  Thomas Maurus Shepherd, Born in 1819, he was Clothed in 1837, 

Professed in 1838, Ordained in 1843. His Missions: Brownedge 1844, Leyland 1845, St Maryôs 

Liverpool 1851, St Peterôs Liverpool, 1851, Whitehaven 1852, Holme Hall 1860, St Maryôs Liverpool 

1860, Netherton 1870. He died on the 9th April 1819 aged 71.  

¶ Fr. J. I. Dewhurst ï 1851 ï 1858 ï James Ignatius Dewhurst ï Born 1st Jan 1815 in Ashton, Clothed 

7th Feb 1834, Professed on the 22nd Feb 1835, Ordained 1843. His Missions: St Peterôs Liverpool 1851, 

Swinburne 1858, Ormskirk 1858, Leyland 1860, Morpeth 1873, Aberford 1875, Stanbrook 1879, Fort 

Augustus 1882, Lee House 1883. He died on the 14th May 1886.  

¶ Fr. M. A. Hankinson ï 1851-1858 - Michael Adrian Hankinson, he was born on the 29th Sep 1817, 

Clothed in 1836, Professed in 1837, Ordained in 1841. His missions: St Peterôs Liverpool 1851, Bishop 

of Port Louis 1863. He died on the 21st September 1870. 

¶ Fr. W. Davey ï 1854-1864 (Additional details unknown). 

¶ Fr. P. M. Anderson ï 1858-1863 ï Percy Maurus Anderson ï Born 17th March 1828, Clothed on the 

23rd December 1847, Professed 17th Feb 1849, Ordained 10th April 1854. His Missions St Peterôs 

Liverpool 1858, Cowpen 1866, St Peterôs (again)  1873.  

¶ Fr. R. W. Cooper ï 1863-1864 ï (Ralph Wilfred Cooper, Born 15th Aug 1819, Clothed in 1835, 

Professed 3rd May 1836, Ordained 1844. His missions: St Maryôs Liverpool 1845, St Anneôs Liverpool 

1848, St Peterôs Liverpool 1863, St Augustines Liverpool 1863, Clayton Green 1875. He died on the 

30th Jan 1877 age 57. 

¶ Fr. J. B. Murphy ï 1864 ï Joseph Benedict Murphy ï Born 1st Jan 1834, Professed in 1855. His 

missions: St Augustineôs Liverpool 1862, St Anneôs Liverpool 1863, St Peterôs Liverpool 1864, 

Ormskirk 1864, Lee House Preston 1868, St Albanôs Warrington 1870, Lee House Preston 1871, 

Cowpen 1874, Ryhmney 1876. He died on the 5th Feb 1877.  

 

It was stated that Fr Bonney looked strong and stable in his portrate in the Church, but he was worn out by his 

labours and died of Malaria at Malvern at the age of 51. His parishioners built the Lady Chapel to his memory.  

 

 

William Augustine Davey 

 

In 1864, there was to be great change at the Church, both a new Rector and a new Lady Chapel attached to the 

building. However a small note must be made for the Inspection of the School that was attached to the Church 

and Parish. In October 1864, there was a new education Act where schools where eligible for a grant subject to a 

successful sign off from an Inspector. This was no mean feat and thanfully to the historians, a full record Log 

must have been kept. The records for St Peterôs School were of great interest and they were pulled from history 

in 1926 when Fr. Primavsei asked the Headmaster of the school, Mr McGuinness to extract the history of the 

school and provide notes on the building and interior.  

 

Quoted in the notes as written: Before 1864, the present Boys School accommodated the three departments. 

Infants in the Basement, Girls in the Top Floor, Boys on the Ground Floor. The school yard was divided in to 

two by a brick wall parallel to the Church itself. Two doors opened in to Back Seel Street. The half of the Yard 

near the Lady Chapel by the Girls and Infants. In 1864, the Boys were transferred to the building adjoining the 

prsent boysô school and occupied the Top Floor. The Ground Floor of that building was the residence of the 

Clerk of the Church, Mr McIntyre. The V. Rev. Abbot Snow informed the present writer that the rent of the 

building was £80 per annum when it was decided to build the Gilbert Street Schools. The First Headmaster, Mr 

Curran, was assisted by Mr Hugh Kelly.  
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Further to these notes, it stated that there were two small Church Note Books of interest from 1845 to 1855 and 

then after a gap of about 10 years, more detailed notes are taken. The first part of the notes show extracts such as 

óno more charity given at the presbytery doorô, óMore teachers wantedô óparents to blame for absenseô non 

attendance for four Sundays means no invitation to the Christmas Treat.  

 

Was this down to a burst of energy for during this time, the transistion took place from that of Fr. Davey to that 

of Fr. Caldwell. Fr Davey had served the Parish well, none years as a Curate and one as Rector. He held further 

missions and retired to Belmont Abbey where he passed away at the great age of 90 in 1914.  

 

 

The Lady Chapel  

 

During the timeframe of Fr. Bonneyôs tenure at St Peterôs Church Street, (1847-1864) 10 Priests served under 

him (detailed on the past page) and as stated, he was a very popular and hard working Fr. His portrate hung in 

the Church and yet he was worn out by his labours of the Church and died of Malaria at Malvern at the age of 

51 in 1864.  

 

Naturally, the Church morned such a great respected person and felt that they had to recognise his work to St 

Peterôs by a grand gesture. This would be something that would benefit the Church and have a lasting impact for 

future parishioners. History does not record the exact details of the background to the Lady Chapel. In the notes 

of the history of St Peterôs, this detail seems to have been overlooked, yet this would have been one of the 

greatest editions to the Church. The land that was owned by St Peterôs afforded an extension to the Church. The 

Church was not ólistedô in any way at that time so the extensions to the Church would only have to have been 

passed through the Fr. at the time, and also the Corporation.  

 

In 1845, the extension of the Church in to the new Sanctuary and Altar area was complete. The wall on the right 

would have had no doorway that is currently there, but it would have made sense to have had some sort of 

matching archway so the layout of the sanctuary would be uniform in its layout. At the time of the extension in 

1845, Fr Bonney was still very much in service and may or may not have considered an extension to the Church. 

What is noted is that after his death, a grand money raising event took place and such amount (unknown) was 

enough to construct the Lady Chapel.  

 

The Lady Chapel was an even greater extension to the Church than previous thought. Parishioners could go 

directly in to the Lady Chapel to pray, speak to the Fr in private, or there could be very intimate services taking 

place in the Lady Chapel. Access was via two doors. Either from that of the Sanctuary, or from the side aisle of 

the Church on the right hand side.  

 

  
 

 

 

The image on the left shows the 

Sanctuary of the extended Altar 

section of the church, and a ósneak 

previewô of the Lady Chapel through 

the arched door.  

 

The doors to the Lady Chapel could 

have been closed for complete privacy 

yet luckily in this shot, the doors were 

left open to see the layout of the 

Church.  

 

The picture also shows the Pulpit in 

the centre of the Chancel where the Fr 

could preach from, and still have 

private access to both the Lady Chapel 

and the Presbyterian. 

 
Image taken in 1938 ï Copyright 

Liverpool Record Office.  
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The above image shows the elaborate Altar of the Lady Chapel and the statues that adorned the room. The 

original stained glass windows are in situ in this picture as well as a couple of pews for private services or to 

pray in privacy. The Lady Chapel was opulant in its own right and gave a more intimate area from the open 

style of the Church layout. It is a great puzzle why there is virtually no written history on the extension of the 

Church or intimate details of the Lady Chapel, only that the fact it was constructed in the memory of Fr. 

Bonney. History again does not record the removal of the altar of the Lady Chapel and whether this took place 

before or during the renovation of 2003. If this was removed from the Church, where did this end up?   

 

Again, history does not record the removal of this item where other items of lesser significance were recorded in 

their new óhomeô. The Lady Chapel had the most intricate detail of the Church yet very little has been recorded 

apart from the above photograph of the only surviving image of the Lady Chapel.  

 

The image above is undated but it is certainly pre-World War 2 as the stained glass is different from the current 

design. Image above - copyright Liverpool Record Office. Images below copyright Jonathon Wild.  
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John Bernard Caldwell  

 

In 1866, Fr Caldwell was the next Fr to appear at the Church after the transition from Fr Davey to Fr Caldwell. 

He was born on the 16th March 1826, Clothed in 1844, Professed in 1845, Ordained in 1850. His Missions apart 

from St Peterôs were: Seaton Delaval ï 1852, St Anneôs Liverpool ï 1854, Chideok ï 1857, Abergavanny 1859, 

Whitehaven 1863, Acton Burnell 1876, Studley 1878, Gt Malvern 1891, Abbots Salford 1892, Ch Sodbudy 

1894, Alcester 1896, Coughton 1897, Wellingore 1902.  

 

Fr Caldwell was only at St Peterôs for a year. But despite this short tenure, he put St Peterôs on the map in the 

musical circles throughout England. In 1866, Raymond Steinforth became choir master on the retirement of 

Miss Mary Withnall and the death of Mrs Scarisbrick.  

 

We have to go to back to a note from a former member of the St Peterôs Choir who states that Mr Steinforth 

took over the running of the Choir and its conductorship and carried on this procedure for over 40 years.  

It was during this period in time where many important sacred compositions were rendered, Masses by Mozart, 

Haydn, Hummel Cherubini, Beethoven, Gounod. There were also works and voluntaries by Handel, 

Mendelssohn, Rossini, Reissiger, Schubert, as well as other composed by himself. It was stated that he wrote 

over 200 compositions.  

 

Further to this, distinguished vocalists were associated with the choir such as Garcia, Foli, Trebelli, Sir Charles 

Santley, Miss Jessie Bond, Aynsley Cook, and J. L. Hatton. The organist at the time at St Peterôs was Franklyn 

Howarth.  It was noted that the beauty of the musical services attracted worshippers from all parts of the City, 

and St Peterôs was put right back on the map. It was even stated that visitors from foreign lands found their way 

from hotels they were staying in on a Sunday to the old Church.  

 

The Liverpool Daily Post noted that Steinforth was a man of many talents. Noted as a man of many talents, he 

was a lawyer, musician, linguist, man of the world etc. óHe wrote 200 compositionsô and stated that even when 

Sailors returned home, they would still go to St Peterôs or at least state that they had heard Steinforthôs óO 

Salutarisô. Caldwell composed till the eve of his death and passed away on the 3rd May 1908. The Church would 

greatly miss his musical direction.  

 

 

Fr. William Benedict Scarisbrick 

 

 
 

One of the greatest additions to St Peterôs History is that Fr. Scarisbrick issued in Jan 1869, a small pamphlet of 

about 20 pages entitled óSt Peterôs Seel Street Liverpoolô. Report for 1868 and Guide for 1869. We are indebted 

to Fr Scarisbrick for this act. It details the history of the Parish (or District) and provided a very detailed 

description of various aspects. In this booklet is a list of the local streets in the Town where the names of the 

Priestôs that cared for particular people in the area. It also provides details of the services at St Peterôs and the 

hours. (Above image, copyright Liverpool Record Office) 

 

 

Fr. Scarisbrick was born on the 7th July 1828. He was Clothed in 1844, 

Professed in 1845 and Ordained in 1853. His Missions were at Hereford 

1857, Cheltenham 1861, Stratford on Avon 1866, St Peterôs Liverpool 1866, 

Bishop of Port Louis 1872.  

 

He would be the tenth Rector at St Peterôs and his tenure was from 1866 to 

1872. Again, like previous Frôs, he made his mark on the Church in his own 

way. In the latter part of his last year, the opening of the Girlôs and Infantsô 

School in Gilbert Street took place, of which he was credited for, along with 

his assistant priests.  

 

He also saw the need to create a Guild and so the St Peterôs Guild was 

formed in 1870. There was no contemporary record of this, but this was 

noted at a Mission in 1870. The Church notices for the Low Sunday remind 

the S. P. G (St Peterôs Guild) is to be held óafter the evening service next 

Sundayô.  
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We find that Sunday masses are at 7, 8, 9-30am and 11. The evening service on Sunday is always the Vespers of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Further notes contained reveal that there was a special service for every Friday 

in the month ï the Sacred Heart, Souls of Purgatory, Stations of the Cross, and Devotions for a Happy Death.  

Marriages are on a Sunday at 10am! ï and mid-week by appointment only. There are six Confraternaties ï 

Perpetual Adoration, The Imacculate Heart of Mary, The Souls of Purgatory, Christian Doctrine, the Altar 

Society and the Young Menôs Society.  

 

It is noted that a new organ was installed on May 3rd in the west gallery and it was suggested that the space in 

the recess of the Epistle gallery may be used for the Christmas Crib.  

 

Notes include that the Lady Chapel requires re-roofing and redecorating and that there was some frustration 

over the diminishing parishioners. The Easter service held 1,510, and it was stated that the year had been 

unusually free from sickness.  

 

A report was noted and yet considering the importance of the report, it was lost. A parishioner came to the 

rescue and produced a copy. It mentions the various information any standard would provide on their Church 

and provides details of the service times. It does, however, mention two curates of the Parish as Fr. Robert Guy 

and Fr. Terence Benedict Snow.  

 

¶ Fr Robert Ephrem Guy was born on the 26th July 1833 in Swallowfield. He was Clothed on the 28th 

Aug 1851 at Downs, Professed on the 21st March 1852 and Ordained on the 18th June 1859. His 

missions were: Swinburne 1861, Warrington 1861-64, Liverpool P 1864-69, Liverpool A 1869-75, 

Weobly 1875-85, Abergavenny 1876-85, Bungay 1885-98. He was well known as a writer in his time  

and also an educational expert. He was noted for drawing large crowds at Seel Street due to his 

impressive sermons and after a long service he passed away on the 2nd Jan 1899 and was buried at 

Downside.  

¶ Fr Terence Benedict Snow was born on the 23rd September 1838. He was Clothed on the 10th March 

1856, Professed on the 24th June 1857, Ordained on the 19th May 1865 and was educated at 

Woolhamption. His missions were St Peterôs Liverpool 1868, St Maryôs Liverpool 1878, East Dulwich 

1894, Last Provincial of York 1888.Fr. Snow was noted for his sketches of Liverpool scenes and was 

nicknamed as ósnowflakesô to his many friends and followers. He was mainly responsible for the 

organisation of the St Peterôs Guild. He passed away on the 17th Jan 1905 aged 66 at East Dulwich.  

 

Fr Scarisbrick was appointed Bishop of Port Louis in Mauritius in 1872 and he retired some 16 years later to 

pass away at Great Malvern on the 7th May 1908. 

 

 

Fr. John Illdephonsus Brown  

 

Fr Brown was born on the 10th July 1835 in Wigan. He was Clothed on the 1st Jan 1855, Professed on the 4th 

March 1856, and was Ordained on the 19th October 1862. His missions were at Scaristrick 1870, Hindley 1870, 

Liverpool P 1872, Brindle 1874, Grassendale 1883, Parbold 1891. History does not record anything at his time 

in Seel Street apart from him having served there for 2 years. He passed away on the 10th Feb 1917 aged 81 at 

Parbold and was buried at Parbold. We have to visit his Obituary to gain further details on his life and this is 

detailed as below:  (Copyright plantata.org.uk)  

 

ñThe Very Rev. John Ildephonsus Brown, Monk and Priest of the Order of St Benedict, Cathedral Prior of 

Chester, and for twenty-six years the Incumbent of this Mission, was born close to this very place as far back as 

July 10th, 1835, so that he was within a few months of completing his eighty-second year. In his early days he 

was weakly, and threatened with consumption. It sounds strange now to us who can look back on eighty-two 

years of strong, robust manhood, in which his tall commanding figure and his fine handsome presence gained 

distinction in any company - but so it was. He was sent, in company with an elder brother to Ampleforth at the 

early age of nine, in the hope that the air in the Yorkshire moors might invigorate him. How it succeeded you 

are all witnesses.  

 

Owing no doubt, to his delicate health, he was an unusually long time in finishing his course of studies, and did 

not leave the school until he was twenty. He was then wavering about his vocation. He had always wished to be 

a priest, but for a short time visions of Sandhurst and the glamour of arms crossed his mind, and he was 

undecided.  
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He put his difficulty before the good Prior of the time, who recommended a year at home to clear his views. 

'But,' he said, 'if I once go home I feel I may never come back.' 'In that case,' said the old Prior, and his reply is 

characteristic of the time, 'in that case, on had better give God the first chance, so you will begin your novitiate 

to-night.' He was clothed with the habit of St Benedict that very evening, in 1855, and, as he used to say, he 

never had a moment's doubt to the end of his life as to his vocation. If the British Army lost a fine officer, the 

Army of Christ gained a wholehearted soldier. 

 

He was professed after a year's probation, and entered upon his seven years of study for the Priesthood. I never 

used to hear any of his contemporaries speak of him as distinguished in his studies. He was a hard student, 

plodding and conscientious - a man of character rather than of letters. He had a great taste for literature, and 

to the very end he was a great reader with wide interests, but he never produced anything. Sometimes a man of 

mediocre talent attracts attention merely because those around him are weak, and, as often, a man of real 

ability is overlooked because his lot is cast among those more distinguished. It explains a good deal, to those 

who know, if I say that among his fellow students at the time were an Oswald Tindall, a Jerome Watmough and 

a John Cuthbert Hedley. 

 

After his ordination he taught for a few years in the College, and became Procurator. Then in 1868 he was 

moved to the sister Monastery of Downside. Here, after a few months, he was elected Prior by the Community, a 

very unusual occurrence, and after his two years of office were over, there is reason to believe he obtained their 

suffrages a second time. Though so long ago, and though, I believe, he never saw Downside again after 1870, it 

was one of the periods of his life to which he always referred with the greatest interest. Even at the very end, 

when his interest in most things was failing, he could always be aroused to talk of that time. He remembered 

everything about the place and every person, and was as proud of its present position as though he had never 

left it. 

 

In 1870 he returned again to the Lancashire which he loved so well, and which for forty-seven years he was 

never to leave again. His first parish was Hindley, where Abbot Bury, had just built church, house, and schools. 

After a little over a year there he was made Rector of St Peter's, Liverpool, in succession to Father Scarisbrick, 

who was made Bishop of the Mauritius. In 1874 he was moved to Brindle, and then began that long course of 

life on country missions, which suited him so well, and for which he was so well adapted. He was at Brindle ten 

years, till 1884, and though a third of a century has since passed away, his memory is still cherished there, and 

true hearts have come to-day to pay their last tribute to their old Pastor. In 1884 he went to Grassendale, near 

Liverpool, and was there till 1892, when he came to his last home in Parbold. Here he has lived since, here he 

has died, and here his hallowed remains will rest till the great Resurrection Day.ò 

 

 

Fr. Percy Maurus Anderson 

 

  
 

 

 

Fr. Percy Maurus Anderson was born on the 17th March 1828 in York. 

He was Clothed on the 23rd December 1847 at Ampleforth, professed on 

the 17th Feb 1849 and Ordained on the 10th April 1854. His missions 

were at St Peterôs in 1858, Cowpen 1866 and back to St Peterôs 1873.  

 

Fr Anderson had served the Church well. He was a Curate from 1858-

1863 and then from 1874 to 1900, he was the Rector of the Church.  

 

He certainly welcomed the Parishioners with open arms and while his 

tenure did not provide any major changes in the Parish, he knew the 

Church and the area well. 21 years in service in different times, he 

would have known the building better than most other Rectors and have 

seen further changes to the area as the roads were built up to almost 

industrial standard.  

 

Notes at the time record óa line of carriages which lined Seel Street on a 

Sundayô. His sermons were most popular and the Choir in the church, 

over 27 names were recorded giving their service for many years.  

 
Image copyright ï Liverpool Record Office.  
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In the summer of 1883, there was one account which was recalled by Fr. William Phillipson who was one of the 

Curates. He cheated death in the Church and while there was no recollection of notes at the time, he wrote, some 

42 years later of the story to Fr. Primavesi. It is only by chance that this historical story was noted as it could 

well have been lost in time.  

 

In 1883 during the summer months, Fr. Phillipson was unvesting after a service in the Lady Chapel. He would 

have been going about his own business and had no foresight in to what was about to happen. A sheet of Glass 

weighing 228lb fell from the roof of the Lady Chapel! It did not faze him, as with the weather being kind, Mass 

was said on the next morning. After Mass, there was an investigation and then a Mr Jelley climbed on to the 

roof to inspect what had happened. As he ascended on to the roof, he found that there was a similar pane of 

glass that was about to fall in the same way and was hanging by a thread.  

 

It is interesting to understand that at the time, (because the Church was not lighted by Electric) that glass was the 

preferred covering (or part covering) of the roof so as to let in natural light. The Lady Chapel would have been a 

brighter room than the main part of the church with three side windows and further glass partitions in the roof.  

 

In 1888, the grand Centenary took place of St Peterôs. Friday 7th was the chosen date and there was a grand 

celebration. Bishop Scarisbrick oversaw the music. The V. Rev. Canon Woods O.S.B. preached. It was noted 

that a small pamphlet with an interim history of the Church was produced.  

 

The only major change during Fr. Andersonôs years was the demolition of St Stephenôs Church and the opening 

of Paradise Street in to Park Lane, with the loss of Cleveland Square.  

 

Fr Anderson was to pass away quickly and quietly. On the Wednesday 7th March he visited the Orphanage in 

Falkner Square and seemed in good health. There was no indication to suggest otherwise. However he was taken 

ill during the night and a Doctor was called for. They must have considered it serious for a Doctor to be called 

but nothing could be done. On the 9th March he received the Vaiticum and died in his monastic habit. Fr 

Anderson died on the 9th March 1900 at the age of 72.  

 

His Obituary gave a fuller acount of his death (copyright plantata.org.uk) and is noted below:  

 

ñOn that same Wednesday afternoon he ordered a cab, and visited the orphanage in Falkner Street; he attended 

a Committee meeting, and made several other calls. In the evening he heard Confessions as usual, eat his 

supper with relish, then in his cheery way, rising from table he cried out 'Now for bed!' But it was the beginning 

of the end. Early to bed was his motto and as a rule very shortly after ten o'clock the light used to disappear 

from his room. To-night however he was restless, and the priest next door heard that he was not asleep, though 

it was after eleven o'clock. He surmised all was not right, but as the house-keeper had of late been in the habit 

of calling at Father Anderson's door the last thing before retiring, to see if he might need anything, he went to 

bed. Next morning he learnt that his Rector had been very ill during the night, and that the Doctor had been 

sent for. On entering his room he found him pinched and worn, but his words of sympathy were greeted with: 

'The doctor and a sleep will soon put me to rights again.' 

 

He got up at mid-day, walked about his room, took interest in the war as usual, and in the evening said his 

'Office' for the following day according to his custom. He felt better at nightfall, but watch was kept that night. 

 

Friday morning came, the last of his life, though he little thought it as he rose, dressed and shaved himself early 

enough to find himself in his arm chair by nine o'clock. He felt no better however, only he thanked God he was 

not in pain. He could not sit long and lay much on the sofa or sometimes walked about. The doctor visited him 

at ten in the morning, at two in the afternoon and at six in the evening. He evidently thought the case extreme. 

After the last visit he crossed over to the church and entering one of the confessionals startled the priest by 

saying that his patient was rapidly sinking, and that if there was not a great change for the better by 9-30 when 

he proposed to pay another visit, the rites of the Church should be administered. 

 

The priest shortly afterwards went over from the church to the presbytery. He was in his own room when almost 

immediately the house-keeper hurried in to say that Father Anderson was dying. Surely enough he was; sitting 

in his chair fully dressed as usual in his habit, as he had been all day. He seemed unconscious but when laid 

upon the sofa he breathed more easily and his heart, though throbbing very fast, began to beat more regularly 

The Holy Oils were quickly brought and he received the sacrament of Extreme Unction. 
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If unconscious at first, he grew conscious before the close of the rite, and before the last blessing was given, for 

he seized the priest's hand and drew it towards him. Then his speech came back for as the priest said to him; 

 

'Do you know me? Can you speak? You are very, very ill, I have annointed you.' 'Yes,' he answered, 'I know, I 

know, God bless you for that!' 

 

Then he began to fumble about his shoulder as if searching for something. It was his hood he sought. It had 

fallen from his shoulders. He found it and drew it over his head as he used to wear it long ago in the days when 

he recited the office in the choir at Ampleforth. Doubtless he had before his mind a picture of the hooded monk 

laid out for his burial, for after having himself fastened it, and folded it on his chest, he crossed his hands and 

lay quiet as a child. 

 

'Who is your Confessor, shall I send for him,' he was asked. 'No! there is no neccessity. I was at confession four 

or five days ago. Kneel down,' he said, 'I will go to confession to you and you shall give me absolution.' 

 

After receiving absolution he said; 'Do you think I dare take the Viaticunm.' 'Yes God will surely give you this 

last grace, I will bring it to you immediately,' the priest answered. 

 

He received with great and touching fervour, and when asked if they should pray aloud with him, he begged 

them to say one of the dear old Psalms which had been the daily companions of his life. Later Fr. Cummins 

came from St. Anne's to see him and gave him the special Benedictine Absolution for the hour of death. Doctor 

Mc Cann made his final visit. He briefly told Fr. Anderson he was beyond all human help. 'It is well! It is well! a 

thousand thanks doctor for all your kindness,' he answered quite loudly and unfalteringly. 

 

Both the doctor and the priests retired into the next room for the patient was weary and wished to be alone. 

However almost immediately a hurried message called the doctor back. He returned at once and bade them 

come quickly. They entered the chamber of the dying, and kneeling around recited aloud the prayers for the 

dying. His spirit passed. He died as he would have wished it clothed in his habit as his Patron St. Benedict, 

scarcely having paused an hour from his work. 

 

The funeral took place on Wednesday, I4th of March. He was buried at Aigburth. The crowds who attended the 

Requiem and who followed the body to the grave witnessed to the worth of the man and to the affection with 

which he was regarded.ò 

 

 

Fr. Robert Placid Corlett 

 

 
  

 

Fr. Robert Placid Corlett was born on the 21st December 1854 and 

Professed in 1874. His Missions were: Cleator 1882, St Maryôs 

Warrington 1886, St Peterôs Liverpool 1887-1893.  

 

He was appointed Rector of St Peterôs Seel Street after the death 

of Fr Anderton and continued to support and serve the Church for 

10 years. The dawn of the new Century would have taken place 

during his time there. He already knew St Peterôs well by being a 

Curate for 6 years at the Church, so he knew his Parishioners and 

the Church in general.  

 

He was Sub-prior at Ampleforth from 1897 and had connections in 

the Church from the past. He was a nephew of Fr. William Placid 

Corlett who had served the church from 1834.  

 

Fr. Corlett, described by his parishioners as a dramatic and 

passionate preacher. The present pulpit was erected in his honour 

to establish a place where he could be remembered after his 

passing.  

 
Image Copyright Liverpool Record Office 
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Fr Corlett left St Peterôs Seel Street in 1910 after 10 years of serving the Parish. However, only two years after 

he retired his position, he passed away suddenly on a voyage. Fr Corlett passed away on the 30th September 

1912. He was only 58.  

 

His Obituary stated that his death was sudden and that it came to a great shock to everyone who knew him as he 

was only 53. Copyright plantana.org.uk:  

 

ñHis death was so sudden and in such circumstances that it came as a great shock. He was returning from his 

holiday, and was on board ship in the Channel. On the Sunday night he was in the best of spirits and alive with 

all that exuberance of humour which characterized him.  

 

On the Monday morning he arose, took his bath and returned to his cabin. There he was found later by the 

steward, unconscious. His fellow-priests were called; he was anointed, and died. Doctors were in attendance, 

but heart-failure was beyond their skill to touch. 

 

His body was conveyed to Ampleforth, and rested before the altar in the monastery church where he had made 

his vows, where he had been ordained and said his first Mass; where, as a boy, he had prayed and received the 

Holy Sacraments often. The Dirge was chanted in the evening. 

 

 On the Thursday morning a solemn Requiem was sung by his brethren, and then he was laid in the ground to 

sleep in the quiet cemetery on the hill-side, in the midst of all those scenes wherein the years of his boyhood and 

early manhood had been passed: scenes that had been dear to him and wrought into his life many gracious and 

happy days. God rest the soul of an unworldly man and a good priest.ò 

 

 

 

The History of the Stained Glass windows 

during this time is difficult to trace. The Church 

may have had either plain glass or part stained 

glass windows during its construction, but the 

only drawing of the church from the exterior 

does not provide the detail of the windows.  

 

The earliest contemporary photographs of the 

building are from 1926. Yet notes on the Stained 

Glass windows confirm that most of the Stained 

Glass windows bear the date 1903 and were 

unvailed on November 23rd 1903.  

 

The 1926 photoôs of St Peterôs show that the 

windows at the rear of the Church were simple 

rectangular small lead lined windows with a 

semi-circle fan like top. Were these partly 

replaced by 1903?  

 

The image on the right is from the 1926 

collection and shows possibly the original 

window óstyleô. There are later editions to the 

stained glass after this time, and yet again there 

are further editions to the stained glass after the 

war when parts of the windows were blown out.  

 
Image copyright Liverpool Record Office.  
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Fr. Joseph Anselm Wilson 

 

 

 
 

 

ñThe First grouping seems to have been in Frederick Street, where at least three boarding houses existed before 

1900, and in Liver Street. The spreading up Pitt Street came later when the first boarding house was opened by 

a well remembered host in 1902 or 1903. The first benevolent club was the Chung Yee Tong, which was a very 

great activity in charitable works. The first social club was at 70 Pitt Street and was later superseeded by the 

Republic Reform Club founded by the well-known Lock Ah Tam, about 1916. It moved in to its present quarters 

in 1924. The first restaurant was opened in Forrest Street, in 1907. Other Clubs were the Sia Yip Association 

for laundry-men and the Khing jai for shipsô cooks and stewards.  The first Anglo-Chinese baby to be baptised 

at St Peterôs was in 1906, though the first to be born in Liverpool is considered to be some twenty or so years 

earlier. ñ 

 

Fr Wilson left St Peterôs Church in 1910 and continued his Missions until he passed away on the 8th November 

1930 aged 75 at Leyland. He was buried at Brownedge.  

 

His Obituary is partly described below (Copyright plantata.org.uk):  

 

ñTowards the end of 1929 Fr Anselm's powers began to fail. His heart was affected and he had to withdraw 

from active work. For over eighteen months this condition remained. At times he seemed to be gaining strength, 

but the least exertion sent him back to bed. At midnight of Christmas 1929 he said Mass and spoke a few words 

of greeting to his flock.  Their hopes, and his also, were raised that he might resume his work amongst them, but 

it was not to be. He had worn himself out and though he struggled manfully he came gradually to realize that 

his days were numbered. For some weeks before the end his body was at intervals racked with pain, which he 

bore with unflinching courage. The devoted attention of nurses and doctor helped to alleviate some of his 

sufferings. He prayed continuously and insisted on his friends praying with him. On the Tuesday before his 

death, he lost interest in the world around him and lay motionless till the Saturday morning, November 8th, 

when before the break of dawn his soul passed to its reward. 

 

The funeral took place at Brownedge on Tuesday, November 11th, St Martin's feast. There was a large 

gathering of priests and laity. Fr Abbot sang the Requiem and Fr Hilary Willson, in a brief address, paid a 

loving tribute of appreciation to the character and work of his life-long friend. May he rest in Peace!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Joseph Anselm Wilson was born on the 21st Oct 1855 in Bandon 

Cork. He was Clothed on the 3rd September 1873 at Belm, professed on 

the 5th September 1874, Sol Professed on the 10th Nov 1877 and 

Ordained on the 4th Jun 1881. His missions were at: Liverpool P 1893, 

Liverpool P 1900, Liverpool P 1910, Dowlais 1917, Leyland 1926.  

 

His missions were very much like Fr Corlett in the fact that he spent his 

time as a Curator at St Peterôs before becoming the Rector.  

 

During his time, questions were raised on the history of Chinatown in 

Liverpool as there were Chinese parishioners and friends and they were 

happy to provide the background to this question.  

 

The Chinese community estimated that in 1904, there were about 100 

Chinese settled in Liverpool, or at least using the town as a home port.  

If we go back to the Directory listings, there were 7 Chinese laundries 

listed but if we go back to the directories of 1927, there are about 107 in 

total. Image Copyright Liverpool Record Office.  

 

Taken from the óA Century and a Half, Notes on St Peterôsô (Copyright 

Liverpool Record Office):  
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Fr. Bernard John Gibbons 

 

Fr Bernard Jon Gibbons was born on the 8th April 1863 in Wolverhampton. He was Clothed on the 3rd 

September 1881, Professed on the 7th September 1882, Sol Professed on the 12th Jan 1886 and Ordained on the 

3rd March 1889.  

 

His missions were: Merthyr Tydvil 1895, Warrington A 1900, Canton Cardiff 1905, Liverpool P 1908, Leyland 

1912, Liverpool P 1917, Clayton Green 1919, Grassendale 1927, Workington 1929, Grassendale 1929. 

 

He served as a Rector of St Peterôs for 3 years from 1917 to 1920 and had previous knowledge of the Church as 

being one of Fr. Corlettôs assistants. Although only here for a short time, his character was obviously tested by 

the war years. Despite the testing times of the war, the parish was actually quite prosperous for a time and Fr 

Gibbons took full advantage of this by having the Church re-roofed. After only a short time, Fr Gibbons left the 

parish to serve at Clayon Green, of which he then moved to St Austinôs Grassendale.  

 

He lived till a good age ï 88 ï and died on 25th May 1951. Part of his obituary states Copyright plantana.org.uk:  

 

ñFor forty-five years from 1895 Fr Bernard worked in one or other of the parishes served from the Abbey. He 

was assistant at Merthyr Tydfil, at St Alban's, Warrington, St Mary's, Cardiff, and St Peter's, Liverpool. He was 

parish priest of Leyland, of St Peter's, Liverpool, and Clayton Green and, for the last eleven years of this period, 

of St Austen's, Grassendale, where he kept the Golden Jubilee of his priesthood. His care and kindness won for 

him the affection of his people in these various charges, as the letters to him in his old age, or written about 

him, have shown. In 1940 Fr Bernard retired to the monastery broken in health, and suffering much. It was said 

of him that one hardly ever entered his room but to find him praying, or reading some spiritual book. His 

devotion to the Psalms and study of them was a marked feature of his life. In outdoor pursuits he had loved 

gardening, and he was an accomplished skater.  

 

An incident of his early life may be told here, in illustration of his character. Before entering the novitiate he 

went to ask for the blessing of Bishop Ullathorne, a family friend and the Ordinary of his native diocese. 'So you 

have been at Ampleforth, and are wanting to join the community. I never got any good out of Ampleforth,' was 

the Bishop's unpropitious greeting. The young man was annoyed, and boldly said, 'Whose fault was that, my 

Lord?' 'I suppose it was my own', the old man answered humbly. Very few people could claim to have got the 

better of the grand old Bishop, a rather formidable personage at times. (It should be explained that as a young 

monk the Bishop had been lent by Downside to Ampleforth when it had been nearly ruined by the exodus of the 

Superiors and many boys in 1830 to Prior Park. It was a difficult time, and there was trouble for the new 

prefect, Br Bernard Ullathorne.) 

 

More than once in his last years, Fr Bernard was at the point of death. In the evening of Corpus Christi this 

year he was plainly so near the end that he received Holy Viaticum for the last time, and died a few hours later. 

His brother, Canon Gibbons of Birmingham, and his nephew, Paul Gibbons, were at Ampleforth for the Dirge 

and Requiem. R.I.P. ñ 

 

 

Fr. Basil Primavesi  

 

 
 

Fr Basil Primavesi was born on the 13th April 1874 in Swansea. He was Clothed on the 2nd 

September 1892 at Belm, professed on the 7th September 1893, Sol. Professed on the 11th 

June 1897, Ordained on the 10th March 1900. His missions were: Warrington M 1902, 

Liverpool Ann 1915, Cockermouth 1918, Liverpool P 1920.  

 

He arrived at the Church when change occurred. Many of the older ways of the Church 

had passed over and there was new change on the horizon in the area surrounding the 

Church, as well as the Church activities too. He was to organise the first successful Grand 

Bazaar, and this came just before the national slump. The area around the Church was also 

to change. Older Parishioners were passing away, the families were moving out of town 

and the first block of Municipal flats in the Parish were about to appear.   

 

The Church was also under threat of demolition by a great fire which seemed likely to 

cross Back Seel Street. (Image Copyright Liverpool Records Office)  
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It was noted that Fr. Basil woke from his sleep and upon seeing and hearing the great fire, went down and 

placed a medal of St Benedict on the Church wall. A sudden change of wind followed ï whether by luck or 

greater invention and the fire was taken away by the Church.  

 

Fr Primavesi died on the 7th July 1937 and his passing was noted in his Obituary: Copyright plantana.org.uk: 

 

ñCardinal Manning, in his great book The Eternal Priesthood, says that the death of a fervent priest, though it 

may be sudden, is never unprepared. These words are a consolation to us who are mourning the loss of 

Reginald Basil Primavesi, monk of St Benedict and priest of Jesus Christ. To him death came with an awful 

suddenness, without apparent warning, swiftly, in the silence of midnight. Up to a late hour on Tuesday he 

appeared to be in normal health - conversing, jesting, laughing with his brethren; on Wednesday morning his 

body was found stretched lifeless and cold across his bed. He, who in the exercise of his priestly ministry had 

been so assiduous in his service of the sick, and had succoured and consoled so many souls in their passage to 

eternity, was destined to die alone, unfortified by those holy rites which God in his mercy has given to the 

Church to blunt death's sting. 

 

But, after all, it is not from a sudden death merely that holy Church prays the Lord to deliver us, but rather from 

a death which, besides being sudden, is also unprovided: 'a subitanea et improvisa morte libera nos Domine.' 

And when we review the life and work and character of Father Basil, and strive to penetrate the motives of his 

deeds and conduct, we cannot fail to experience a holy confidence that the good God, who decreed for him this 

sudden passage to eternity, found him not unprepared for the great journey. For if ever there was a priest to 

whom was applicable the word 'fervent,' that priest was Father Basil. 

 

Father Basil was sixty-three years of age. His father was an Italian, whose family came from the shores of Lake 

Como; his mother was Welsh; and he himself was born in South Wales. His school days were spent at 

Ampleforth. He joined the monastic community there, and consecrated himself to God by the holy vows of 

religion. For his ecclesiastical studies he was sent to Rome, where his closest friend and fellow-student was 

Father Cuthbert Jackson, whom God called, a few months ago, from earthly darkness into eternal light. 

 

In 1900 Father Basil was ordained to the priesthood. After a brief period of teaching in the Abbey School, he 

was sent to take part in that extra-claustral missionary work which has been entrusted to the English 

Benedictine Congregation by the Holy See. He served for many years as an assistant priest at St Mary's, 

Warrington. From 1915 to 1918 he was an assistant priest at St Anne's, Liverpool, with Father McDonald, the 

present Archbishop of Edinburgh, as his superior. He was then given charge of the parish of Cockermouth in 

Cumberland. In 1920 he was transferred as Rector to St Peter's, Liverpool; and there he remained until he died 

(as I think he would have wished to die) in the midst of the flock whom for so many years he had loved and 

served.ò 

 

The Grand Bazaar 

 

 
 

Above is the Official Handbook of the St Peterôs Seel Street Grand Bazaar. This was to be held in St Peterôs 

Seel Street on October the 14,15, 16, 1920. The price of the Handbook was one shilling.  

 

Why was the Bazaar held? It was held for several reasons ï but simply to raise money: (Above images copyright 

Liverpool Record Office) 
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¶ The Church of St Peterôs Seel Street, the Oldest Catholic Church in Liverpool, is being completely re-

decorated, and Electric Light is being installed.  

¶ It will entail an outlay of several hundred pounds. 

¶ Much must be done to the Priory also to make it thoroughly habitable. 

¶ The Schools will, likewise, require money spending on them. 

¶ The present population 2,600 as against 14,000 in the forties of the nineteenth century, is not a wealthy 

congregation.  

¶ The encroaching tide of trade has caused good residential quarters to be converted into warehouses, 

and many of our parishioners have been unwillingly forced to leave us. We feel that their love for St 

Peterôs gives us a claim to their help.  

¶ Our Bazaar, postponed through the illness of the great Rector, will take place on October the 14th, 15th 

and 16th, 1920, in St Peterôs School, Seel Street, Liverpool. 

¶ We shall be grateful for any help, either in money or kind. This help is urgently and immediately 

needed.  

¶ Will our friends and well-wishers also kindly interest  their friends in our behalf and so help to make 

the Bazaar a success.  

 

 

Contemporary views of St Peterôs Seel Street.  

 

Before we look to review the next Fr. in a long line of Rectors, we must review the available contemporary 

images at this time, and we start with the earliest internal view of the Church from 1920: 

 

 

 
 

The View towards the Altar ï 1920 ï Copyright Liverpool Record Office. On the Altar states óI am the Good 

Shepherdô. This wording is visible in the image and this wording survives till at least 1932.  
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The below image shows the inscription on the Altar as Christ The King. These words were still in place for the 

150th Anniversary of the Church. It is not known when the words where changed again to TU ES PETRUS (You 

are Peter).  

 

 
 
The View towards the Altar ï 1926 ï Copyright Liverpool Record Office  

 

 
 
Showing the interior layout of the rear of the Church with the Font area and statues. 1926. Copyright Liverpool Record 

Office.  


