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OVERVIEW OF THE ROPEWALKS

The historical Seel Street can be
traced back to its birth of 1790 and
is part of the historical Ropewalks
area within Liverpool City Centre.
The Ropewalks area is situated

e

| RICHARD ROBERTS.

‘ i ROPE TWINE & BAG MANUFACTURER
. ESTABLISHED

| : TWINF f == : within the Riverside Ward of
”“ ““ s bT ORE S - R!cnnfu: nofms | : ‘ 4 , Liverpool, slightly to the south of
MANOFACTURER < SToRE > the main city ceme. The land rises

from the Liverpool 1 complex at
‘o ; Hanover Street up towards Berry
' Street and towar
ROPES TWINES LINES CORDS R China Town.
(LoTHES L.mm d
1 B fi< These are roads that have taken thi
history and formf r om t he
that were founded to service the
shipping industry following the
building of the
118 OUKE. ST e commercial 6Wet
designed by Thomas Steers on lan
that was reclaimed from the former
6Poo0l 6 in 1715.

The name ORopewal ksd goes hand i hand with the Duke
Area, which is part of Liverpool ds Merchantés Quarter
entrusted Liverpool City Council to look after, protect and watch over this part of the city. Its history that has

origins from the 18th Centuryrgwth of Liverpool associated with the expansion as a trading port and the

starting of the industrial revolution.

Ropewalks Duke Street (Copyright liverpoolpicturebook.com)

n
0

I n the middle of the nineteenth century, the first o6C
expanded el sewhere. Resulting in the fact that Liverp
positions, here, the area of Ropewatka historical area that needs to be promoted far more than it is to provide

a greater irdepth history on an area that is ever changing.

The Ropewal ks area today contain a mixture of | ate 18
houses and warehouses. However, the area also has later 19th century and early 20th century commercial and
new building developments. It is an exglranging area.

The history of the ropewaluildings groupsnany outstanding areas of interest, from the BorbatiChurch,
to St Peterdés Church Seel St r etown,andtevechangifigbuildingsst i ¢ ni gbh
within the area.

Rewind back to the start of the 18th Century in Liverpool and the City was growing as an important commercial

port. The City andLiverpool Bay became the place to trade for the navigational routes to settlements in North
America. The o6old dockd6, the worldds first commerci al
was discontent from ship owners that there was eogvhafe to dock ships that arrived in Liverpool to trade

their valuable cargoes.

The Old Dock was built at a cost of £11,000 and opened on 31 August 1715. The dock accommodated up to 100
ships. Originally a tidal basin was accessed directly from the river, and from 1737 access was via Canning

Dock. The dock was built with one gravingak; a second and third graving dock where added in 1746 and the
1750s. The dock walls were constructed from brick laid directly on to sandstone bedrock. The dock gates would
have allowed as much as 10% of the water out between high tides, resultingtar ¢ewel drop of several feet.

This may have been offset by water entering the dock from a stream.

Although Liverpool vessels were involved in the slave trade before the dock opened, it would have served ships
involved in the AfricaAmerica trade, propelling Liverpool to world leader of this trade. The dock led to
Liverpool's establishment as the leagiBuropean port and subsequent world trading port.



The Duke Street and Bold Street area developed during the 18th Century as local industry began to spring up in

the area. Many of these included, ship building, iron works, breweries, and of copeegaking Hence the

name ORopewal ksd takes its name due to the prevalence
service the shipping companies of the 18th Century af
the roperies that werben established on the fields have governed dltieqm of roads that exist to this day.

Sourced from J. Sharples;
Liverpooli Pevsner
Architectural Guides, Yale
University Press and J.
Stonehousé The Streets of
Liverpool:

AiThe work requ
narrow stretch of ground,
somewhat longer than thiepe

to be madei the roperies that
occupied the site of Bold Street
were over 300 yards (274
metres) long. o

Roperies in and around the are:i
were to be found on the sites of
Bold Street, Renshaw Street,
Ranelagh Street, Duke Street,
Parr Street & Berry Street
(formerly Colquitt Street).

(The street names have derived from connections to important and influential landowners, tenants and
merchants in the area on whose | and the roperies, coo
Ropers were great men in election times and placech i gh v al u eAbave- A ihdp &f Liverpod b725e s 0

T (Copyright liverpool1207.blogwordpress.com)

74 Seel Streét Recorded as
186006s John Sir
Veterinary Surgeo(Copyright
Wiki)

The ropewalks area lay withir
a large area owned by the
corporation and was leased t
numerous tenants. There
seemed to be no major overa
plan for thedevelopment of
the area and the street grid
was laid out in a speculative
manner.The only regulations
by the corporation being on
the height and elevations of
the buildings themselves.

Between the main streets, the area was developed as and when needed, so that by about 1785, all the connecting
streets had emerged. The larger streets show the former residential streets which the trade would take place and
behind them would be the narrowe st r eet s of warehouses and poorer peop

In the 19th Century, while trade in Liverpool was at its peak, obviously aided by the railway on our doorstep,
the area now known as the O6ropewal ksdé6 fell from grace



The railways helped itself to the wealthier classes, often earning a living from the Docks in Liverpool but no
l onger had to |live in the city centre and could move

The railways were also able to move their prawayquickly andincreased the good fortune of the city. At
the start of the 18006s, a modern network of streets
sprung up and were becoming more established.

These grand houses built for merchants and counting houses were almost back to back with more modest terrace
housing and many buildings in the area reflected the dual residency and business need. Probably the most
famous example being that of the Grade 3It ed Thomas Parrdés House on Col qui-

While the upper classes of the city that once lived in the ropewalks area were now outaihtipe city, the

city did not stand still. Bold Street began to take s
houses were converted for such use. Poor people were still confined to several courts with back to back housing,

and the Duke Street/Bold Street area at this time experienced a population explosion with an influx of Irish

people seeking fortune in the city

The ropewalks area lay within a large area owned by the corporation and was leased to numerous tenants. There
seemed to be no major overall plan for the development of the area and the street grid was laid out in a
speculative manner. The only regulatidaysthe corporation being on the height and elevations of the buildings
themselvedut generally of uniform style that one could easily date the appearance of the building.

The picture below shows Duke Street in the 1950's, showing the general height of the grand houses. Between
the main streets, the area was developed as and when needed, so that by about 1785, all the connecting streets
had emerged.

The larger streets show the former residential streets which the trade would take place and behind them would
be the narrower streets of warehouses and poorer peopgp
Duke Streeti

(Copyright cowen
ent.co.uk)

Moving forward to the
20th Century, the area
saw a physical decline.

The effects from the
bombing in World Was
2 caused great
destruction, especially ir
the Wolstenholme
Square area. But its
greatest impact was the

R - e B : moving away of the
oo : maritime activity from
_ REMOVALS - v : the area.
b — e —=] :

=

This resulted in a
decline of the condition
of the buildings and
warehouses and as
recently seen on Duke
Street Original
warehouses demolished
to be replaced by lesser
quality developments.
The ropewalks area will
never serve its original
purpose again.

The original ropewalks would be totally unrecognisable today, the businesses complete
different and the whole area regenerated. There are only a few original warehouses lef
bear testament to its original layout of the roads and the dusty namekboards.



OVERVIEW OF SEEL STREET

Thomas Seedhe Eldergave his name to the thoroughfare which runs up from
Hanover Street. It was laid out in 1790. Seel Street and Slater Street retain
significant portions of original Georgian terraces built when the area was first
out. Slater Street is the most compldts northwestern side being largely intact.

The street runs from Berry Street, crosses Colquitt Street, Back Colquitt Stre
Slater Street, Concert Square, David Lewis Street and finally to Hanover Stre
Seel was also a slave traderd was one who directly combined slaves directly
with trade in Tobacco. He started sending out shipments of European goods
1725.He dispatched one ship every year between 1729 and 1747. From 173
1744 Seel combined tobacco trading with slaiging these years his vessels
went first to the Gambia to buy slay@gsoceeded to the Rappahannock where
they delivered just over 100 captives and the loaded tobacco for the return v
to Liverpool.Image copyright Wikipedia.com

The second building on the right was
original Thomas S
(Copyright Twitter)

Seel Street has always had an
interesting past. Back in the 17th
Century when the roperies were
expanding in the ropewalks area,
the geography of Seel Street
gradually became incorporated intc
the ropewalks area. Many
businessmen and Merchants lived
on SeéStreet. There were Countin
Houses that served the local tradel
and warehouses that stored their
goods

To the east of Hanover Street, this wase all fields and Seel street would only take its name from Thomas
Seel, who commissioned the architect Thomas Steers to build him a house on Hanover Street, cornering what is
now Seel Street

While the names from the past have
disappeared into the history books, the stre
names continue to live on in Liverpool as a
testament to the past and its heritage.

The heritage of the people who lived and
traded from the area may have all but gone
in name, but the area was shaped by the
early traders and some of the grand house
from the era still survive to this day.

And yet one building has stood out on See
Street since the | a
warehouses have com
has not moved location.

Seel Street showing the RC Church circa 1900
(Copyright maps.nls.uk)




One of the
early maps of
Liverpool is the
17856 A pl
of the Town &
Township of
Liverpool, from
an actual
survey taken in
the year 1785
by Eyes:/

It shows the
layout of the
empty parcels
of land owned
by Mr Seel.

Copyright-
bryarsandbryars.
co.uk

The 1785 map is interesting as it shows the birth of the area. The parcels of land correspond to the road names
of today. Mr Seel Seel Street, Mr (Jonas) BoldBold Street. Mr Hardmahn Hardman Street. Mr Colquitt

Colquitt StreetFor the corresponding streeBold Street is named after Jonas Bold, who leased land from the
Corporation on which St Lukeds Church and a ropery

Bold Street was originally laid out as a ropewalk; a long thin area of land used in the manufacture of rope (the
area is now known as 'Rope Walks'). They used to measure the rope from the top of Bold Street to the bottom
because it was the standard lengtleded for sailing ships. It was laid out for residences around 1780 and
named after Jonas Bold, a noted slave merchant, sugar trader and banker. In 1802 Bold became Mayor of
Liverpool. It was also known as "the Bond Street of the North."

Hannover Street was the first to be built, followed by Duke Street, Bold Street and following on from these was
Seel StreetOriginally the goods brought into the Dock were stored in the merchants houses, but as trade grew,
they proved to be inadequate, and private warehouses were constructed adjacent to the houses.

Due to the huge demand for plots in this area, the new industrial and warehouse buildings took the form of deep
plans front to rear, with narrow street frontages and they were extended in height to three or four stories with a
basementThe housing consisted of a range of buildings from grand Georgian town houses such as the Parr
residence on Colquitt Street, to terraces as seen2i Dhike Street.

Some of these were arranged around squares or gardens, such as Wolstenholme Square and Cleveland Square,
and a Ladies Walk wazovided along Duke Street. As the warehousing and industrial uses of the area grew, the
merchants moved to more salubrious suburbs that were being developed higher up the hill in the Canning Street
area and more distant areas such as Mossley3githe of the former residential properties were adapted to

other uses, with ground floors converted to shops as the retail importance of the area grew.

As part of this process, the area also saw an increase in the number of labourers attracted to the port and its
trades, and the accommodation for this group was provided in much pooreoteak housing such as Dukes
Terrace and housing courts. WithiretDuke Street area, a number of key buildings remain that help to define
its History and character

The area has seen major growth in its time, yet still keeps its heritage in the smaller narrow streets. Some of the
warehouses are still original in their facade yet their trade is different. It is testiment that the area around St

Peterds chdrchAndswbhbhegthe building of St Peterds has

wars, the social change and still is one of the most original buildings in the immediate area.



ST PETEROGS TOHBBEGINNINGS

St Pet er disCodyrghktliverfoblRecerd Office

St Peterdés Church, Seel Str
mostly rural area, this building has served its parish up until it
closure in 1993 when the church was deconsecrated.

The building has gone through massive change in its time, frc
that of a small rectangular raural building to the extension in t
thePriesb s House next door to er

There were important graves found in the Crypt and while the
building is now &Restaurant/Bar, it is fortunate to have most o
its fixtures and fittings still complete and in situ. The history is
most fascinatingnd starts with the Order of St Benedict.

Order of Saint Benedict

The Order of Saint Benedict as they are officially known, or the
Benedictines are a monastic Catholic religious order of Monks. They fol
the strict Rule of St Benedict and because of their robes, they are some
known as the Black Monks.

Al t hough being called an 6Order 6
hierarchy and generally their order is represented by the Benedictine
Confederation. This is an organisation that was set up in 1893 to repres
t he Or der 6s Imsabedopgight Wikipetlilecone st s .

The history of the Order can be traced back to the Monastery at Subiaco in Italy circa 529AD. Their orders took
on the monastic life of what was required at the time and the conditions and Bycénet @y the Benedictine

had become standardised through Western Europe. In circa 597AD, Augustine of Canterbury and his monks
established the first English Benedictine monastery at Canterbury, and this soon spread throughout the UK at a
rate.

I n Liverpool t he Benedi ct 6Ghildwalls Histbry goassback tp vely early days.c e d
Domesday book recordiat there was one priest there, holding one carucate of land (about 50 acres). This,
however, was not for his own use but for the poor of the parish, extending to the Mersey from Garston to past
Hale.

In 1094 Count Roger Poges of Poitou grantecptiteonagef Kydewell to the Abbey of St Martin at Sees in
Normandy. Childwall then became attached to the Priory of Lancaster which Roger founded as the cell of the
Abbey. Patronage passed to the Grelleys, Barons of Manchester, during the 13th Century, aberahikat

family Herbert Grelley was Rector in 1260. Nearly 50 years later in 1309, Sir Roger de Holland presented
Childwall to the college of Secular Cannons at Upholland.

The gift was not appreciated, for the Seculars discovered that Childwall was a wilderness more suitable for
contemplative monks and they gave the place to the Benedictines. The Benedictines kept Childwall until the
dissolution of the monasteries when itm@under the judisdiction of the See of Chester.

The Dissolution of the monasteries took place in the English Reformation intf@ebury.This was when
the Church of England broke away from the authority of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church in general.
Between 1536 and 1541, Henry VIII attempted to disband Monasteries and disposed of their assets.

Although this only occurred for 5 years, it brought mass distruction to many buildings and many orignal
artifacts were lost at this time, as well as much history on the buildings, as well as Monks who either fled or
were killed in the process. There are many hundreds of abandoned buildings in the UK that show the past
history of these desicated monasteries.



Archibald (Benedict) MacDonald

Archibald (Benedict) MacDonald was born in 1739
(or 1741)at Knoydart, Lochaber, Scotlande was
both to Father, Donald MacDonald, and mother,
Mary Cameron.

In the Vaults of

this C} &
are deposited s -

the Remains ‘uT h
the REV2ARCLU LD M.DoNALD

He entered Monastic life on thé& $eptember 1756 | who departed this \ife

and Professed on thef $eptember 1757. He is [ on the 20% of Jaly 181

noted for his Missions at the following locations: | © aged T8 vears. ®
Houghton Yorks 17661770, Standish Hall Lands The Founder of"l\\is Chapel
17701773, Liverpookl 17831788, Seel Street B81.d for a Period of ‘26\»cay; \

Liverpooli 17881814.

1ts \il)vr‘u\.
He also held Offices at Praepositus of Lancs 1781 mitelligent, & yevered Pastor,
1785 and then Cathedral priorship of Rochester ‘ To whoge Memory

18101814. Notes on Archibald state that his Fathi
was a Jacobite. Archibald was schooled at St
Gregorybs and when he ¢
Edmond Steet Chapel (1783788) and then
progressed to the newl)
from 17881814.Image copyright Jonathon Wild.

the Catholicks of Liverpool
Farected this Monurnent.

MacDonald had great incfluence in Liverpool when he arriged. Mar y és Del Quey was a sm
mentioned in records from 1257. It was built as a Chapel of ease for the main Parish Church in Walton (so for
those who wanted to worship in t theycoRldworslsiphinasmallerc oul dn &

local Chapel.) However, by 1773, there was difficulty in understanding the management of the missions of the
Chapel and this came to a head with the only solution being to hand the chapel over to the Benedictines.

The first to benefit from this handing over was none other than Benedict MacDonald. He had entered regular
clerical duty in the town and it could not be timed better.

Why was St Peterdés in Seel Street constructed? It was
of Catholics in Liverpooand t his | ed to the construction of St Pet
simply because it was out of town and surrounded by fields at the time.

MacDonald continued to take office here from 1788 to his death in 1814. He died off théy29814 in the
78"y ear of his |ife. A grand age at the ti me. He was i
there until a strange occurance |l ater in the history
deconsecrated in 1993) was begapverted to higfspecification offices by a Developer in Liverpool when
workers came acrogs2 bodi es i n t he Cr whildexcavhatingthe crigptdrear 6 s Seel St

Amongst the reports stated that the body of Fr Bede Brewer (one of the founding members of Ampleforth
College) was discovered. This was also along with monks James Calderbank, Denis Allerton, Benedict Glover,
Francis Fairclough, Gregory Robinson and Josgjaver.

Sadly it was stated that as the founder of St Peter 6s
first and that his coffin wasnét clearly | abelled, it
time allowed While other Monks had been given a special burial at Ampleforth Abbey, the remains of 14 lay

people together with the supposed remains of MacDonald were buried in Ford Cemetery.

There appears to be no inscription at Ford Cemetery for this historical person. Indeed there appears to have been
no formal service for the internment and no burial honour for someone who served Liverpool so well. Only the
tabl et at St cdafenisehatheswasSona buriedlinithe €rypt at the Church.

Perhaps one day the body could be properly identified and buried alongside the tablet in a more fitting location
closer to his serving of his past Chapels.



St Peter 63 ThEEaglyYedBst r e e t

St Peterds Church
opened on the'7September 1788 by
the Revd A. B. MacDonald of the orde
of St Benedict.

The Liverpool Advertiser reported that
60n Sunday 1|l ast,
Catholic Chapel in Seel Street, was
opened with High Mass, and a sermor
by the Reverend Mr Macdonaldt. was
to be a new beginning in the newly
constructed Seel Street and would sel
Revd MacDonald for the next 25 year:
until his death and internment into the
Church Vaults.

Earliest known @dr
181171 Copyright Liverpool Record
Office.

In 1700, Liverpool consisted of only 1,100 houses, and 5,700 inhabitants and yet by 1790, there were 8,500
houses and 55,000 people living in the city. Again the shipping trade in 1700 was 84 ships and by the late
17006s t her e webrigk budnot2vihodut its IBsues ditavaswmanged as the triangular trade, cheap
wares to West Africa, exchanged there for slaves, the slaves were taken to the West Indies and then sold for
tobacco and rum. At each stage of the exchange, there was pré&fitrtade.

Father Macdonald, knew where he wanted the Church to go. While it puzzled many of people (even this day),

his foresight was plain to see. Hanover Street was ceasing to be a section of the outer ring; Bold Street (named

after Jonas Bold) waaready in existance and there were already a few houses built. Thomas Seel who owned a

good portion of land (as stated above), had, at the time, sold his gardens. They stretched up as far as Mr
Colquittds field. The c oonprothedof FebhA786fieda alred eedd & hsapg e @i Slp
Committeebe appointed for the purpose of surveying Bold Steeet,several cross streets that lead in to it, as

they are at present laid down in the plan on the lease lately granted by Jonas Bold aamdtevations could

be made for the cross streets so as to form a direct
field to Suffolk Streeto.

Father MacDonald must have had some influence with the Corporation, or indeed he got them on a good day as
six months after the Church was opened, a note was found to stafedreaicommon Council held on th& 1

April 1789, it was ordered that a new Lease to be granted to the Rev Macdonald of the Roman Catholic Chapel
lately erected by him and situate in Seel Street for three lives of his own nomination and for 21 years afterwards
under the reserved yearly groureht of twelvepence per yard for therfré . 0

A town plan of 1796 (8 years after the constrution of the Chapel), shevig ¢hChapel standing in isolation at
the end of Seel Street which ends abruptly just beyon

The Chapel that was 6too far out of townd is no furth
grievance was from a Captain Nat from Crooked Lane, however no Captain Nat ever resided from Crooked

Lane. The Church was in the right placettoe blossomingtreets and was no more out of town than any other

local Church.

Records do not indicate who actually constructed the property, or of its Architect but it is mainly credited to

Revd A. B. MacDonald as his name is attached to the reasoning behind the building of the Ttaucclyinal

layout of the building was very uniform and the following documentation is taken from English Heritage
(Copyrightyi i Cat hol i ¢ church. 1788, the sanctuary added 184!
segmental headed windows, gallery has rehedded windows, all with leadethzing. Projecting vestry to 1st

bay. A projecting 2 storeyed porch with pediment, fluted Doric columns, frieze and cornice, and date of 1788 in
metopes; window in upper storey. Interior has gallery on 3 sides, on columns with leaf capitals. Flat ceiling.

Mural monument to founder who died 1814 (a draped urn). Sanctuary is more ornate, with gilded Composite



pilasters, and altar with columns and pediment, modillioned cornice, segmental arched ceiling. Relief mural
monuments of 1837, 1840 and 1847. Sanctuary said to project into No. 76. Oldest Roman Catholic church in
Liverpool . o

The layout of the Church served the population at the time. There would have been no grand Altar, entrance
chamber or external staircase. The main door to the church is presumed to be at the rear of the Church as per the
standard layout of many churchefielimage above does not show the extension from the current porch or

staircase. The building had not yet extended in to the Presbytery and it is presumed that there is no Lady Chapel

at this point because of the restrictions of the space behind the Qhuiidihg. The Church was surrounded by

a large wall and access to the Church and garden was via the large iron gate in figevimiilding would

have stood more or less in its own area until the rest of the street was built up but still the property was out of
town and would have been a fair walk i f parishioners

Would the Church have been full for the first service? There would have been a grdaitiposseing as this

was the newest Church in the area. It is interesting that there appears to have been no gallery when the Church
was built, the top windows simply letting in light. This is shown by the lack of external porch area which
currently houss the staircase to access the upper floors. Did the Church plan for a small congretation at the start
and quickly realise that their needs required a gallery anefuseating? Was the Church built in this way to

guage how popular it would be? It was fortunate that they built the upper story when the building was first
constructed and this has served for two additional floors up to the present day.

In any case, there were a large amount of windows across all sides of the building. 5 at the side, 3 at the rear
(both upper and lower floor) and this would have flooded light in to the building. This was built simply because
there was no electricity atghiime and the building relied heavily on natural light. There would have only been
natural light, and candle light so it is to assume that the Church went through many candles per day!

This building would see massive change in the first 100 years and yet the building has survived to the present
day, still showing the original footprint, yet the building is easy to understand the changes over the years as a
serving church and beyond.

Interior of the Churchi Copyright Liverpool Record Office

On the21™ September 1788, the first baptisvas performed at the Church. The first entry to the Church

records was recorded Ad/as baptised Mary, daughter of John and Mary Goosse; Sponsors, Paul Hewit and
Margaret Yatest T h e Go 0 s s esurnarme aadot easity tesognéséd in local records. The History

Directory and Gazetteer of 1824 shows the nearest spelling of John Goose who was an agent to carriers, 6
Dukebés Dock. Is this the same John as tsheltingfoatheher of
Church Records?



Proving that the Church was popular showed fifteen more baptisms by Bethglfollowing year in 1789 this
figure reached to 60 and by 1800, there were 120 baptisms per year.

The picture above shows the rear of the ChinctB26. It shows the statues, the rear door and the Font area.

Yet if the extension of the porch took place before this time, was the side entrance only used an an additional

door and access for the staircase? History does not record this. Howeveay thiethe church would have been

the main focal point before the extension of the Altar.the first of April 1789, 7 months after the opening of

the Church, there was a lease granted by the City Corpovettich readfi To Fat her MacDonal d an
successors, of the site of St Pheteavastasepddiedepse branted o | o n g
for the house and schools, with the annual ground rent at twelve pence.

The Growth of St Peterds Pari sh.

Rapid growth took place of thehurch not only from the baptisms, but also the confirmations. In 1813 alone,

571 were confirmed by Father MacDonaldhe building at this time would have reached capacity and it would
have been necessary for a rethink on the layout of the property. Originally the entrance was at the rear of the
Church, passing the font on the way in to the church, but with the Churittyteavupper section (but with no

floor), the building was, as previously mentioned, built ahead of its time. It afforded a new lattoait of

propertyand would have been the start the enlargement of the property, not just upwards but also outwards with
the erection of a new Porch area, stairs and landing to the upper floor, and the new gallery.

The interior of the layout was transformed. The gallery section orftfiect would have provided additional
seating, and the organ would have found its correct p
its own section on the galleryhe extension of the building proves that the Church was flourisaitijthat

the upper story was being used for the good of the Church. Dotted around the building are shadows of the past

and the layout of the building is very much different to that of the original design.

Seen on the left is one of the original
window archways that was partly bricke«
up and the lower half of the wall remove
for the new doorway entrance into the
church from that of the Porch vestibule.

The layout of the church would have bet
transformed, with additional access poin
from this area, a new entrance chamber
and access to the staircase and upper
floor.

While it was disappointing to have lost a
stainedglass window, the building was
greater for an additional entrance. The
building would go on to be bombed in
World War 2 losing much of its original
stainedglass and history does not recorc
where this staied-glass window went.
Image copyright Jonathon Wild.

Why was the Church extended so greatly only 20 or so years since it opened. We must look at the growth of the
Parish of St Peterds for the answers. However, one mu
Hi storianb6s from t haend amsat hsaov ek ibrnece nt db oltihv ekripnado| 6 s pas
from Professor Ramsay Muir then he describes the streets as dirty, long and depressing, not seeing a well

dressed person on his travels and that where great wealth had arrived in partdtgf thwas only for the

chosen few. The warehouses in the town that had stopped plying their trade where to become homes for many

people in the one area, and even cellar systems that were owned by the gentry would be let out by poor people
looking forsomewhere to live.

The reflection of the poor people of the area is stark when a suurvey in 1790 discovered that there were a total
of over 8000 inhabited houses of which over 1,ii80 inhabited cellars.



A further survey of the businesses in the area observed that every seventh house in the vicinity was open for the

sale of liquor. It meant that for ever 4 people (on average) sharing a cellar system, they were virtually within

spitting distance ofapublitouse. Whil e Freddie O Connordéds OA pub on
about Scotland Road in the 198006s, this set up of tra

There was mass poverty in the area, crime was rife and there was no real answer until 1811 when the Town
Council reoganised the Police, reorganised the layout of the City and created sevenidedchthaving three
constables for each district.

A more attractive review of Liverpool is taken from an edition of the Liverpool Guide and describes the area of
6the view of Castle Street presents a view not to be
Liverpool was easily written abouteysome where more romantic than others.

A further review of the area around St Peterdés at the
1803 paint a good picture on the area. It talks of the newly opened Lyceum in Bolde®itebe up and
coming area. The Theatre Royal is open for playds and
him) opens up licencing meetings in the town to stop the spread of illegal inns and public houses.

Properties in the Parish come up for sale. No 81 and 82 Pitt Street and also two houses at the corner of Hurst and
Garden streets. (This is now the site of the entrance

As a final cheerful extract from the historical notes, a H. Forshaw of the Globe Tavern, John Street, provides
Turtle Soup daily from 12pmtill2pmandhdsa f ew fine Turtle in Pots to carr

Serving Fatherds and Assistants

When Archibald Macdonald took up his position at St F
any church or chapel would expect. These were Frs Rich. Pope, John Lawrence Barnes, Wm Jerome Digby and
Jas. Calderbank.

1 FrRich PopewasbornfJan 1760 and professed in 1782. Hi s mi
in 1789, Lawkland in 1790, Lytham (undated) and finally Netherton 1804. He passed away dh the 24
July 1828 in Netherton and is buried just outside the south aisle of Sefton Church.

9 John Lawrence Barneswas born on thes1Jan 1748. It does not state where John was born but he
professed in 1769. Hi s Missions were St Peterds L
the 3% May 1803.

1  William Jerome Digby (birth date unknown) was Clothed on tHeSeptember 1759 and Professed on
thel®March 1761. Hi s Missions were varied and took
Bath 1785, London 1794, St Mar y 64808 Warrengtgno o | 1794,
180816, Saltwell 181&2. He died on the'7April 1825 at Downside.

1 James Calderbankwas born on % Jan 1770. He Professed in 1793 and was Ordained onshe 21
December 1793. His missions were: Acton Burnell (undated), Birkenhead (undated), Parbold
(Undated), Vernon Hall (Undated), Bath 1800, West
Bath 1809, Crosby 1817, Woolton 1819. He diedontha® r i | 1821 and was buried
Seel Street and reburied at Ampleforth on July 2004.

On the 29 July 1814, Archibald Benedict MacDonald passed away. History does not give the cause but it was
likely that it was simply old age. He lived till he was 78, a ripe old age for that period of history and was
interred in St Pet esithhse Vavls at b kater stagé/ia thiswdotument bat bk final resting i
place is far removed from the grand crypt at St Pet
Ford Cemetery, Litherl and. iSdrredun taa gtedter plagecor evembwiedd o f
back at St Peterdés Seel Street?

er
St



For such a dignified person as Father Macdonald, history does not record much personal details. He wrote three
volumes of sermons and a prayer book.

A note or two must not be forgotten about the Founder
Mercury reported that (on théB\ugust 1814 Deaths):

AoOn Friday | ast at Woolton, the Rev Archibald MacDona
Catholic Pastor of Seel Street in this tovA solomn service was performed with the Altar pulpit and front seats

hung with black cloth. The dead March in 06Saul d prece
Sanctus and other parts of the Ritual were performed under the direction of ehbal The officiating

clergymen walked in procession to the bottom of the Chapel, when the burial servieadvag Rev Thomas

Fisher, and the body was committed to the grave.

William Dunstan Tarleton

His successor was William Dunstan Tarleton who was born in 1772 in Lancashire. He
Clothed in 1791 and Professedonth#A7ug 1794. Hi s Mi ssi on
Liverpool 1802, St Pl816.4nagd ®pyright hvergogh Reanrd  f
Office.

Tarl eton was one of the exiled from Di
Burnell. While the wandering community made Ampleforth their home, he was sent to
Marybés Liverpool . Only four years | ate
Ampleforth, but he flatly refused the position.

However, his tenure at St Pet er 83unewdl6at:
Liverpool from Typhus at only age 44. He was probably buried at Seel Street but he wi
one of those moved to Ampleforth in 2004.

His assistants were:

/“’ 1k Ve |

i " sdifving Zen
rod with 1t :

”’v“;h- (v.u](m~.~ of & Faithful Pasto

i 1200l June 1816

Henry Leo Spain.He was born on the 22Feb 1790 and Professed in 1808.

A and on the

Hi s Missions were at St Peter 6s i | o satyear of ";i;';?.‘ff.} 8
[ [ ile @ inistering , spuantd
on the 229 November 1850 aged 60 at Lommelet, Lille. ,‘”","J,'.'L'Tii,'u'.(. g pisivael
':\ v " i Typhus Fever |
! l]);.l\\ I'i‘l,;lr“ I‘l()’(' :nod Shepleid
Thomas Gregory RobinsonHe was born on the"@ctober 1780 and T i
Professed in 1804. Hi s Missions w ,h‘,Clm;,o],(.é\.o\ff,A,::\,(,{,‘:,d L
| i i icate this Monument.
of York 1822. He died on the'®ay 1837 at Liverpool and was interred at ¢ pedicale Lo
Peterds Seel Street only to be re -

Noted that during his brief Rectorship at St Peteros
in Feb 1816Aboveright i copyright Jonathon Wild.

Thomas Gregory Robinson

After the death of Tarleton, Fr. Thomas Gregory Robinson served the parish for the longedRenoras

Thomas Gregory Robinson was born on tfié@@tober 1780. He Professed in 1804 and served his Missions at

St Peterds Seel Street from 1816 and &IMayl83Fime Provi nc
Liverpool and was interred at Seel Street, being reburied at Ampleforth in July 2004. His assistant was:

1  Fr Vincent Glover. He was born on the T1Feb 1791 and Professed in 1804. His Missions were at
Knaresborough in 1815, St Peterods 1816 "and Browne
August 1840. Fr Vincent Glover would go on to ser
Congregation.

Robinson was born in Bath and before being enlisted in to the Church, he was a surgeon in the Navy. It was
noted that he O6Possessed of no ordinary abilitiesd an
brought himup tospeedandheresgyd fr om t he Priory to come to St Pete
know him personally, he could be considered to be a person who was not easily approached. Some considered



him a cold fronted person, yet in truth, when one actually befrended him, they would find the complete opposite.
He would be cheerful in his nature. Surprising that he was a Father as it was said that he listened more than he
spoke. However, he must haveng something right at the Church for his long tenure was testiment to those that
chose to worship at the Church and befriend him in his own right.

He was instrumental in making use of the space in the Church and considered the use of the building limiting to
his services, so much that in 1810, the addition of the porch and gallery took place.

When the church was constructed in 1788, it was a fairly simple layout. Pews on the ground floor, altar against

the original wall before the extension, and natural light and candle light to light the church in the evenings.

There was no gallery in the 1788nstruction and therefore there would have been no real place to house an

organ with manual blowers. There may have been a manual organ in the church during construction but history
does not record St Peterés having an Organ till [ ater

In 1817/1818, the Church is greatly enlarged. The church being so popular and full during its services that it is
deemed necessary to extend the church, outwards and U
and yet the building of the chalr was built with the future in mind. Had this been a single story Church then the

building would have been probably demolished andomstructed, but the architect knew of this and would

have had future plans for the buildin@rginally there would havieeen no access to the upper part of the

Church, possible little more than a ladder to clean the windows. However in 1817/1818, there was great change

to the building and this was little more than a few pews.

The Organ

When the building was enlarged, the Organ was moved f
t h e Ardinstaledl at the rear of the Church at the back of the gallery. The original builders of the Organ are
unknown; however, the original was a 3 manual (Keyboard) powered by hand bldtsaerew position was in

the west end in the gallery and there was an attempt to beautify the organ with relevant casework appropriate to

the interior.

The6 Coupl erdé were, Swell to Pedal , SostavktoGreat, SeH eat, Swe
octave, Swell suboctave, Great to Pedal. The acccessories were, 4 thumb pistons to each manual, 4 toe pistons to
Swell, 4 toe pistons to Great and Pedale pistons to Great and Pedal, Toe piston for Gt/pd, Thumb Piston for

Gt/pd, Sw/Gr, Thumb piston for Tromba on Swell, Balanced Swell pedal, Great and Pedal pistons combined,

Switches adjustable from trays at each side of the console. The Organ warg ldtagtric.

The Console type was O6detacheddéd, and the stop type wa
the gallery facing South. In 1954, after the war, and possible because of the damage of the roof from the war,

the Organ was rebuilt by RushwoghDreaper. They were an 1810 outfit and well trusted Organ builders of the

day based in Liverpool.

During the conversion of St Peterdés by Urban Spl ash,
Street and installed in the Choir Gallery at the west end of Holy Family in Southport.

It was removed by the organ builder Syd Reeves, the organ was renovated, cleaned and reassembled in two

halves rather than the original whole, the swell on the left and the great on the right. The music from this organ
will continue to live on from StPete6 s Seel Street to the congregation in

Image Copyrighti holyfamilysouthport.co.uk

L

:-d = The plans to enlarge the building resulted in the following:

,’,mf',' mmm 1 A new Porch entrance which gave access to a staircase t
BT lead to the upper gallery and organ loft.

T The removal of the Organ t
and installed at the rear of the Church.

1 The use of some of the Presbytery for additional room ne:
door.




The image on the left shows the Porch and
side/rear of the Church from 1938, but largely
unchanged since its construction in 1810.

It shows the alteration of the Church where thq
side or rear entrance could be used, and the
Porch provided shelter from the street before
gaining access into the body of the Church. Tt
staircase would take one up to the gallery in
which further seatingauld be used for the
service.

Further to this, the Organ was now in its corre
place at the rear of the Church to project its
grand music towards the front.

Image Copyright Liverpool Record Office.

o |
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The sharp rise of the stone staircase is not truly spiral, and this allowed parishioners young and old to ascend the
stairs with ease. Iron balustrades were added to the layout and later, additional wooden bannisters were installed
againstthe outerwalsf t his 6roomdé so that <climbers of the stair
not very challenging and rise well to the small landing before entering the gallery area. Prior to this doorway,

there would have been a stairgldss window hereAbove images copyright Jonathon Wild.

Even to the present day, the Porch area is a great asset to the building, and it affords access to the upper floors of
the current use of the building. While there was aloss of astgiledhs s wi ndow of where the
was placed, it is a wortbdition to the building and yet, one wonders why this was not built with this
construction from the start. Certainly, the building
floordéd would have been amyearsleforethdideato dpenthe churthdurthery, vy et
Was it a lack of money from the start, was it an error on the part of the Architect? Was it to make sure that the
building |looked o6full & on its gr oun drchfahdmmercoulslleavev i c e s ?
looked down towards the Altar from a lofty grand position. The use of the gallery gave the Church a far grander
appearance and yet provided no loss of space on the ground floor.



A contemporary image of the Gallery looking towards the Altar in 1G#fve Images Copyright Liverpool City
Council. (Below), the rear Organ gallery with the Organ removed showing restoration in 2003.
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While the alteration of the building provided further seating, the repositioning of the Organ, a new Porch and

staircase, it was still deemed i mportant enough to ha
wasted no time in making thisspr and | mportant occasion to showcase hi:
building took place on 27TNove mber 1812. It was noted that the cho

Baines, O.S.B (later Bishop) preached.
However, Fr Robinson did not stop there and made further changes to the street.

78 Seel Street

Historic England (copyright)lists the
building as:

Warehouse probably once a school.
1830's, brick, with stone dressings, slate
roof, 2 storeys with basement, 5 bays, tc
pediment/gable with plaque. Basement
lintel course. Ground floor windows have
chamfered lintels those to 1st floor on sil
band, with wege lintels. All windows
have casements. Reeded doorcase and
framed fanlight.

The building is currently used for the
Nightclub o6Brookly
comprises of a ground floor, upper floor
and basement area in a large open plan
building with large windows and some
original features.

This building was the former St Peterés School on Sece
inscription date was 1817 but this was a modern addit
lists this as opening in 1817, kihe history from this book is based on the Centenery Record from 1888. It is
difficult to confirm the actual date even with Goreds
building as # July 1831.

To determine the history further, the lease of the properties of the street have to be ravieedf one is to

review the | ease of 1789 then this is accompanied by
garden on the other side of Seel Streetd. This area |
theinfomat i can poifecéoe of ground with the school theron erec

The general review of the layout of the street was that there was a small school that was opposite the Church in
1789 and this was part of, or in conjuction with St F
other side of theroad in 1817whker i t was next door but one to St Peterd
was erected for use for St Peterds School

To go back to the history of this school in the past, there was a joint project between the Church and the
Corporation. 1 f the St Peterds Bazaar Handbook is rea
had founded and endowed a localsah

This endowment ended during the time of the Reformation but the Corporation continued to house this school

and for a part time, it wasoused in the former chapel of Our Lady Del Key. It was later transferred to School

Lane (of which the lane takes its name from). However it was overshadowed by the Blue Coat School and after

the last schoolmaster passed away in 1803, it was no more.

However, further schools were established in the area such as Bevington Bush and Park Lane.



The images above and below are from the interior shots of Brooklyn Mixer, the club that is now housed in 78
Seel Street, and while it has been transformed from that of a School to a nightclub, one can still see the large
layout of the property and undensthhow large a school this was compared to the smaller houses on Seel Street
at the time. The building is fairly uniform in its style, a main entrance door from a flight of steps leads in to the
ground floor level with 4 large windows. A further staircases to the first floowhere there are 5 large

windows that bring the light in from outside.

Both images copyright venuescannercom & snookarchitects.com




Fr. Robinson

Fr. Robinson had, up until 1828, served the Parish for 12 years, and it was not surprising that after devoting so
muchtimetotherer dering of the Chapel, the conaverviewoft i on of
the Chapelhis health started to fail and to help with the general running of the Church, a second assistant was
ist. The staff at andthe chur ch

sent to St Peterb6s to ass
follows the further assistants:

f Richard Ambrose Prest Born %t Jan 1801. He was Clothed in"?®ec 1818 and Professed in"23
Dec 1819. And Ordained on the'lBec 1824. His Missions wer&naresborough 1824, Swinburne
1828, St Pet e rAgglurthl183v, Stogheddd 844, Aigbarth 1850, Rixton 1851,
Waterloo, Liverpool 1852, Aigburth 1853, Hereford 1859. He founded the Mission at Grassendale,
Liverpool and died on thé™ecember 1860 aged 59.

1 George Alban Caldwell:Born on the 28 June 1806. He Professed in 1825. His Missions were at St

Peterds Liverpool i n

1832, Clayton Green 1834,

Crosby 1856, Lee House Presioh859, Netherton 1868. He died on thé" 15n 1870 aged 63.

1 William Placid Corlett: BornontheJ an 1

807 and Professed in 1825.

Liverpooli 1834, Hindley 1836, and Standish 1863. He died on'ffseptember 1872.

1 Michael Placid Sinnott: Born on the 8 May 1803

and Professed in 1827. His Missions were L

Malverni 1 8 35, St Pel 1833 elwithi 1839,rWeablgl 11841, Coventry 1848,
Bungay 1850, Chideock 1854, Dowlais 1857, Merthyr Tydvil 1859, Stanbrook 1865, Rhymney 1866,
Stratford 1867, @& Sodbury 1869. He Died on th# Jan 1896. Sinnott held the record for the longest

6in serviced at the a

Fr. Joseph Vincent Glover

ge of 92 years ol d.

Fr. Robinson resigned from his post in 1835. After 19 years of long service and some ill health, he finally left St
Peterds and p &Mayeldl7. dlewsay buried at SelelStre@t and reburied at Ampleforth in July

2004.

After Fr. Robinsondéds | ong
health was already in decline and his tablet stétdse | i

ser vi ¢ &38. tt was hoted t@ahhisr ¢ h Fr
cate in Constitution, and

P u b | Only two years after he resigned his post, he passed away in Browretdgétle surprise that his

health suffered as those years were full of change in the town. Not all of it good. The Municipal Reform Act
came in to force in 1835. The city had been governed by a commagitfor a long timé its membership

was for life. Quite simply, any vacancies that occurred were filled by the council itself. There had been great
work done in creating and sustaining the fortune of the Liverpool shipping, but all this was abouge dltne

Liberal reformers came into force and the first elections

almost absorbed all the Tories.

This was not a good time. The Liberals took charge and populated many changes, but it was their religious
education policy that was too faiminded. They simply allowed Ministers of all denominations to teach at stated
hours in the Corporation Schools. T@burch of England was not impressed as this muscled in on their

monopoly and provoked attacks and turned against the

Catholics and the Irish. In 1836, only three liberals

gained seats and the party restored to the Church of England, the monopoly @iseégching in the two
Corporation Schools. Quite simply, Catholic children had to be withdrawn and the era of mixed schools was

ended.

IN RESPECTFUL XND AFFECTIONATE
REMEMBRANCE OF THE 1
REV. VINCENT GLOVER 0.85.B. |}
WHO FOR 22 YEARS WAS THE
FAITHFUL PASTOR
OF THIS CONGREGATION;

A

/ DEL'I(‘ATJ‘; IN CONSTITUTION, AND WORN
OoUT IN THE SERVICE OF THE PUBLIC
HE DIED- THE 6. OF AUG. 184.0.
AGED FORTY-NINE\

't is little surprise
stated that he was worn out. He would have be
under full pressure to have seen great unrest ¢
his Church, but even
School and because of removal of Children fro
the schoolthis would have meant some
parishioners moving away from the Chuich
less numbers meant less assistance and
population at the Church, and less in the
collection box each servicenage copyright
Jonathon Wild.
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Fr Ralph Ephrem Pratt

Fr Ralph Ephrem Pratt was born on thé& 2®ril 1802. He Professed in 1820 and was educated at Downside.
Hi s missions were at: Knaresborough 1832, St Peterods

He came from Yorkshire and had already served 5 years at Knaresborough before taking up the role as Rector at

St Peterdés in 1838. Whi | e

his tenure was short at the

building. He wanted to improve tf&anctuary of the building. At this point, the Church would have slightly
encroached into the Sanctuary and he wanted to make further improvements to this area of the church.

He made the use of two additional vestries with an organ loft over one ofliigtory does not record the

physical changes in a drawing, but this would have surely encroached into the Presbytery, though it was not
fully extended until 1845. Was the original brick wall knocked through at this stage where the original altar
stood, andgpace given from the Presbytery? The Organ loft was stated to have been over this Vestry. It was still
in use till 1868, it was used for the Choir. When the choir and Orgemtvassferred to the rear of the building,
the recess was someti mes

Again, viewing the physical layout of the Lady Chape
(which wasno6t J,thersisafurthet €
change in brickwork and there is evidence of either a
window or doorway bricked up that was once the mai
part of the 6back wall b
in to at the time™Mistory does not record the full layout
of this side of the Church which would have been
0external & at one point.
named St Anthonyds Chape
changed into the Lady Chdpe 18457 It remains a
mystery itself until further historical information is to
hand.

referred to as St Anthonyos

Upon further physical research on the building, the
original brick wall that housed the alter shows a briekes
up door or window area. This would have led into the
Presbytery. Was this part of the Presbytery used as a
recess which would have encroachedlmlayout of the
building? This would not have been a basic extension |
would have afforded access to the upper part of the or
loft for access, and any repair work. There is no sign o
any staircase from the Church itself, was the entrance
the prebytery used as sole access to the Organ and ct
loft? Images copyright Jonathon Wild.




I n
away on the 18May 1875 at Downside.

1840, Fr Pandwent to keevé at Re8ditch Rrel87® hedretired and sadly in 1875, he passed

It was noted that Fr. Primavesi had taken great lengths to secure a portrait of Fr. Pratt. However, one was
produced and was hung in the Presbytery. The image showed hindatehygars as when he came to St

Peterds, he was already

36.

Noted as the assistants of Fr Glover and Fr Pratt were Frs Prest, Caldwell and Carlett and Sinnot as previously

mentioned, however there was also Fr Worsley.

1 Fr John Clement Worsley: He was born on the #May 1812 and came to Ampleforth in 1826.
Clothed in 1831, he Professedonth#@c t ober 1833. Hi s Missions wer
1838, Rainhill in 1840 and Bath in 1842. He died on tHd/2y 1886 aged 74 at Bath.

Fr. James Francis Appleton

Fr James Francis Appleton was born on theflJanuary 1807 in Preston. He was clothed on tHeQ2flober
1826, professed on the Alovember 1827, and was Ordained in 1830.

Before becoming the next

R e esteenr because oBlttis priéveotisevork as Prioh e

of his monastery in Douai. He made great efforts in reorganisaiiesring debts and development of the
monastery, at a cost to himself. His health suffered and he resigned and was sent across to Seel Street,

Liverpool.

However, he must have enough rest at St Peterds as

needed it needed to be enlarged again!

76 Seel Street

No 76 Seel Street is listed by English Heritage as:
(Copyright)

House. Early C19. Briclwith stone dressings, slate roof. <
storeys. 3 bays. Windows have wedge lintéfsfi@or
windows have casements, others are sashed, thoSe to !
floor with glazing bars. Top cornice. Plain iron area
railings. Panelled door and round traceried fanlight in
wooden doorcase of pilasters, panelled tympanum and
cornice.

While St Peterds Seel Str
was not far behind. Constructed at the start of tfife 18
century for the Priests to serve the Church, it wastB/
building of generous proportions.

Fr. Appleton must have had enough influence to have
decided to knock through in the Presbytery. The main pi
of the floors were removed, and the result transformed i
the Sanctuary, the wall between the old Church and hot
being taken down. The smallzont room of the building
became the sacristy and the first floor over the now disu
balcony and with a stor@om behind, facing the street.

twas notedthad On t he | ast Sunda
the following was noted: After today, there will be no Ma
either on Sundays before Christmas when it will be
reopened f or.(InxgeVdopyright Coagle V i
Maps)
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The building of the new Sanctuary took place between
November 23 and December 291845 and transformed
the Church. While it made the front room of the presbytel
smaller in sizethe Churches space was considerably
extended and served as a new function, as the focal poil
woul d have then been at t
could access the Church from the presbytery and vice ve

Above left shows the original entrance to the Presbytery now with the additional temporary wall constructed for
the Bar/Restaurant storeroom. This would have once been open plan and is shown by the original cornice on the
ceiling. However, no staircase rams in this property. Would this have been positioned by the front door

affording access to upstairs or the front room as soon as you walk into the property? The answer is lost in the
history of t i meAbavaidagewamyrighdJonathoeWior d e d .

The image on the left
shows the Sanctuary in
an undated view. It
completely transformed
the Church and gave
access to the Presbytery
the balcony and gave a
focal point to the Church
Altar. The use of the
Sanctuary gave
additional space and
because it wamaised,
gave a clearer view of
the service.

Copyright Liverpool
Record Office.
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18471 The Great Famine

Between 1845 and 1849, the Great Famine (or The Great
Hunger) was a period fdreland for its mass starvation,

disease and emigration. This timeline is also named the Ir
Potato Famine and the eventual emigration for many peoj
from Ireland caused the population to drop by up to 25%.

The cause was the Potato Blight. It is effectively water
mould from a micreorganism that effects the crop and eith
goes on to provide disease to the consumer, or provide st
famine that people literally starved.

The Blight infected potato crops across Europe which
resulted in deaths of over 100,000 in total. To escape this
Famine, many hundreds of thousands emigrated across t
mainland UK. Liverpool was no exception and traditionally
the port of Liverpool hathe greatest influx of immigrants
due to it being the closest port to Ireland. Even today,
Liverpool has great Irish ancestry, owing to the migration
Liverpool, and where people decided to stay in the city.

to

However, the City of Liverpool wasnét just open
the end

mi grants were already l|living in Liverpool by
at the start of 1845, it was estimatbdttover 1.5million people crossed the sea heading for Liverpool.

During the crossing, over a third of peopldalready passed awdywm hunger and disease. While many

people used Liverpool as a further port to travel to America, over 30,000 people stayed in Liverpool.

While the Liverpool Docks provided work for the locals, the Irish were not welcome. It was thought that they
would take jobs and spread disease and cause further upset. They often tpaldifbs just to stay alive.

Women were even harder hitastheew!l d be casual jobs advertised, yet

In Liverpool, the township has changed so that some parts that were poor are now affluant, while some affluant
parts of the city are now considered to be less important than they used to be. Continuing with hunger disease
and already insanitary conditionthe poor areas of Liverpool, an epidemic of typhus began. (The Great

Plague). In 1846, typhus was reported in Liverpool. However, it was a small outbreak of just over 400 reported
cases. They could be contained and monitored. However, with the infligtoéfter the Great Hunger, over
57,000 cases were reported in Liverpool al BJuee. Thi s
1847.

James Francis Appleton was born on tfiddn 1807. He was Clothed
on the 2@ Oct 1826, Professed on the"Mov 1827 and Ordained in
1830. (He built up St Edmunds at Dowai and later foundations of th
later Chapel).

Hi s Mission was at St Petero6s
effects of Typhus. This was sadly caused by administrating to the s
in the Parish. However, he gradually recovered only to be struck dc
after consuming some whiskéyagainst the doctorsrders. The
Whisky acted like poison to his body and died on a visit to Stanbroc
He died on the 26May 1847 at the age of 40.

Outside St Patrickds Chapel i n
which the inscription read$n memory of the Liverpool priests who,
attending the sick caught typhus fever and died in 1847

In one inscription states: Rev. JAMES APPLETON, D.D., O.S.B., o
St. Peter's, May 26Image copyrighfi geography.org.uk)




MORY ©F THE \ N,

. 2 W . - . S8
¥ JIAMES APPI ETON > »

RE JAT . ; ’( 1 ) ? s
INCUMBICY I >F ruis < HMURCTE

o 4 P CHARITY
wio DIED A MARTYR OF Lol § PR

oN THRE <26 OF MAYT I8 RT.
I~ THE - 10.. X EAR OF HIS ACE
~01"()|r His RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

THE
His PRIESTI1HOOD -

AND 187 OF

S/ 5 p— e —— TF Y
4 SoUL. AND Tk SOULS OF AL OUR FAITHEUL PASTORS DEPARTED, \
AMAY Hrs SoUL A 4

THRO P THE MERCY OF

cop REST IN PEicE AME? v »

I n the Lady Chapel of St Pet er 6 s:(nagewopydght Jonathdnwitdye i s a
IF ANY MAN SICK AMONG YOU LET HIM BRING IN THE PRIESTS OF THE CHURCH

IN MEMORY OF THE

REV JAMES APPLETON D. D. O. S. B.
INCUMBENT OF THIS CHURCH

WHO DIED A MARTYR OF CHARITY

ON THE 26" MAY 1847
IN THE 40 YEAR OF HIS AGE
THE 2157 OF HIS RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

AND 18™ OF HIS PRIESTHOOD

MAY HIS SOUL AND THE SOULS OF ALL OUR FAITHFUL PASTORS DEPARTED
THRO6 THE MERCY OF GOD REST I N PEACE AMEN.

In January 1847, it was noted that there were 24 priests in Liverpool. At the end of September, ten of them were
dead and of the other 14, eight had caught the typhus but survived. The loss of Fr Appleton greatly affected the
Church and services were steppfor a time being as well as for other Churches in the area.

Fr. Thomas Benedict Bonney

Thomas Benedict Bonney was born on tié=6b 1813. He was Clothed on the
9" October 1834, Professed on théTictober 1835, and Ordained in 1839.

He came to St Peter6s in 1847 a no
the district of which fell under his Parish. Bold Street was changing from that
residental street to more of a commercial shopping street, and the Salthouse
was swepaway taking many roads with it and its residents. In Norfolk Street,
temporary chapél a mere shed in appearance, was erected in 1852 in to a pi
separate from St Patrickds and its
later.

Bonney would have come to the Church with the new Altar and layout and w

not have seen the O6smallerdé venue.
Church and would have considered this as a well fashioned place to be.The
was taking shape andwold have seen an i nfl ux «

Church. He would go to understand this Church and Parish well for the next
years.(Copyright Liverpool Record Office)




The Crypt

The Il ast burial i n St Pet e rretm@dthé axadt lbcationwoatise oligimal 1 8 54 . Hi
entrance of the Vaults. The entrance would have been large enough to have walked down with ease, and with

the intenment of a coffin, it would have been an occasion where more than one people could fit down with

ease.

The Vault entrance today is a small hatch in the storeroom of the former Presbytery and is not opened to the
public. On closer inspection, it appears to run under the former presbytery and also run further under the present
Chancel and Altar.

The entrance to the Vaults is
now through a narrow hatch,
which in turn gives access tc
a ladder for access into this
area. The picture to the left
shows the ladder leading
from the hatch and behind
the ladder is the original
boiler workings for the
Church

The Vaults are dry and
appear to be a constant
temperature being
underground, yet the air is
stale through a lack of use
and a lack of fresh air
running through the room.

It is pitch black when a torch
is turned off!

Turning to the
left to
understand
the layout of
the crypt,
there is
further space
and further
walls which
provide an
insight into
the extension
to the Altar
chamber in
front of the
camera.
Images
copyright
Jonathon Wild.
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Following the walls, the Vaults split in to two at
this point. One direction head towards a door an
enclosed section, while the other section provide
vaulted archways to the rightand side.

The brickwork is in good order and supports the
full weight of the house/altar above and yet
intricate enough to form an arched area for its
natural uses.

Images copyright Jonathon Wild.

On the lefthand side of the vaults, there
is a wooden door which leads to a
sectioned off part of the vault. Inside is
empty yet this may have been an area:
coffins of a grander nature that were
sealed off at one point.

It may have been a further storeroom fc
interments, but history does not record
any ashes or caskets that were placed
the Vaults, only coffins.

In the centre of the crypt are the archec
vaults which span part of the rightind
side of the crypt. They are about 5ft hig
and would have been the place to have
stored coffins under.

As the vaults go further underground, tt
area is still spacious and still provides
the visual history on the layout of the
Church above and the extension into th
new Altar.







Fr. Thomas Benedict BonneyContinued)

It was noted that the Church had prospered during these years and there is no greater indication than when the
notes on Fr. Bonney confirmed that he had 10 Priests assisting him during his time at the Church. These were:

Fr. T. M. Margison 7 18471851- (Additional details unknown)

Fr. J. B. Swalei 1847-1850- John Bede Swale, Born in 1808 and was Clothed in 1826, Professed in

1827, Ordained 1832. Hi s Missions were: Felton 18

Easingwold 1879.

1 Fr.C. W Pricei 1850i 1851- Charles Wilfred Price, Born in Liverpool on th& Jan 1819. Clothed
in 1834, at Broadway. He Professed in 1836 and Ordained off' thec31849. His Missions were: St
Anneds Li vE@wveantoydd52, CedéoB 1853, Coventry 1854, Chepstow 1857, Abergavenny
1858, Chideock 1859, Bridgend 1864, Swansea 1873, Clytha 1877.

1 Fr. T. M. Shephardi 1851- Thomas Maurus Shepherd, Born in 1819, he was Clothed in 1837,
Professed in 1838, Ordained in 1843. Hi s Missions
Liverpool 1851, St Peterbés Liverpool, 1851, White
1860,Netherton 1870. He died on th& Bpril 1819 aged 71.

1 Fr.J. 1. Dewhursti 18517 1858i James Ignatius DewhurisBorn 2 Jan 1815 in Ashton, Clothed
7" Feb 1834, Professedonthe®2e b 1835, Ordained 1843. His Missio
Swinburne 1858, Ormskirk 185Beyland 1860, Morpeth 1873, Aberford 1875, Stanbrook 1879, Fort
Augustus 1882, Lee House 1883. He died on tifeMay 1886.

T Fr. M. A. Hankinson i 1851-1858- Michael Adrian Hankinson, he was born on th& Sep 1817,

Clothed in 1836, Professed in 1837, Ordained in 1

of Port Louis 1863. He died on thes?3eptember 1870.

Fr. W. Daveyi 18541864 (Additional details unknown).

Fr. P. M. Andersoni 185818637 Percy Maurus AndersdnBorn 17" March 1828, Clothed on the

239 December 1847, Professed™Aeb 1849, Ordained f{®Apr i | 1854. Hi s Mi ssions

Liverpool 1858, Cowpen 1866, St Peterds (again)

1 Fr.R. W. Cooperi 18631864 (Ralph Wilfred Cooper, Born 15Aug 1819, Clothed in 1835,

Professed'8May 1836, Ordained 1844. Hi s missions: St Me
1848, St Pet er 6s udlineylévergool 8863, QlBt6N3GreensSlB75.Ala djed on the
30" Jan 1877 age 57.

1 Fr.J. B. Murphy i 18641 Joseph Benedict MurphiyBorn ' Jan 1834, Professed in 1855. His

mi ssions: St Augustinef6s Liverpool 1862, St Anneb

Ormskirk 1864, Lee House Preston 1868, St Al banés

Cowpen 1874, Ryhmney 1878e died on the 5Feb 1877.
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It was stated that Fr Bonney looked strong and stable in his pontiisie Church, but he was worn out by his
labours and died of Malaria at Malvern at the age of 51. His parishioners built the Lady Chapel to his memory.

William Augustine Davey

In 1864, there was to be great change at the Church, both a new Rector and a new Ladgtt@tiapeito the

building. However a small note must be made for the Inspection of the School that was attached to the Church

and Parish. In October 1864, there was a new education Act where schools where eligible for a grant subject to a
successful sign 6from an Inspector. This was no mean feat and thanfully to the historians, a full record Log

must have been kept. The records for St Petero6és Schoo
in 1926 when Fr. Primavsei asked the Headmastreo§chool, Mr McGuinness to extract the history of the

school and provide notes on the building and interior.

Quoted in the notes as writtdBefore 1864, the present Boys School accommodated the three departments.

Infants in the Basement, Girls in the Top Floor, Boys on the Ground Floor. The school yard was divided in to

two by a brick wall parallel to the Church itself. Two doors opened Bettk Seel Street. The half of the Yard

near the Lady Chapel by the Girls and Infants. In 1864, the Boys were transferred to the building attjeining

prsent boysdé school and occupi éduldingtas thdrespen&dltheor . The C
Clerk of the Church, Mr Mcintyre. The V. Rev. Abbot Snow informed the present writer that the rent of the

building was £80 per annum when it was decided to build the Gilbert Street Schools. The First Headmaster, Mr
Curran, was assisted by Mr Hugh Ike



Further to these notei$ stated that there were two small Church Note Books of interest from 1845 to 1855 and

then after a gap of about 10 years, more detailed notes are taken. The first part of the notes show extracts such as
6no more charity given at the presbytery dooré, O6More
attendance for four Sundays means no invitation to the Christmas Treat.

Was this down to a burst of energy for during this tithe,transistion took place from that of Fr. Davey to that
of Fr. Caldwell. Fr Davey had served the Parish well, none years as a Curate and one as Rector. He held further
missions and retired to Belmont Abbey where he passed away at the great age &190 in 1

The Lady Chapel
During the timeframe of Fr. B 0o n n-4864 %0 Ptiestnserved under St Pe't

him (detailed on the past page) and as stated, he was a very popular and hard working Fr. His portrate hung in
the Church and yet he was worn outhis labours of the Church and died of Malaria at Malvern at the age of

51 in 1864.

Naturally, the Church morned such a great respected person and felt that they had to recognise his work to St
Peterds by a grand gesture. This would be something t
future parishioners. History doest record the exact details of the background to the Lady Chapel. In the notes

of the history of St Petero6s, this detail seems to he
greatest editions to the Church. The land that was owned by $t®ete af f or ded an extensi on
Church was not o6listedd in any way at that time so tbh

passed througthe Fr. at the time, and also the Corporation.

In 1845, the extension of the Church in to the new Sanctuary and Altar area was complete. The wall on the right
would have had no doorway that is currently there, but it would have made sense to have had some sort of
matching archway so the layout of ttemstuary would be uniform in its layout. At the time of the extension in

1845, Fr Bonney was still very much in service and may or may not have considered an extension to the Church.
What is noted is that after his death, a grand money raising eventlé@ekgmd such amount (unknown) was

enough to construct the Lady Chapel.

The Lady Chapel was an even greater extension to the Church than previous thought. Parishioners could go
directly in to the Lady Chapel to pray, speak to the Fr in private, or there could be very intimate services taking
place in the Lady Chapel. Accesssnda two doors. Either from that of the Sanctuanyfrom the side aisle of

the Church on the right hand side.

The image on the left shows the
Sanctuary of the extended Altar
section of the ct
previewd of the 1L
the arched door.

The doors to the Lady Chapel could
have been closed for complete privac
yet luckily in this shot, the doors were
left open to see the layout of the
Church.

The picture also shows the Pulpit in
the centre of the Chancel where the |
could preach from, and still have
private access to both the Lady Chag
and the Presbyterian.

Image taken in 1938 Copyright
Liverpool Record Office.




The above image shows the elaborate Altar of the Lady Chagédhe statues that adorned the room. The

original stained glass windovese in situ in thigpicture as well as a couple of pefes private services or to

pray in privacy. The Lady Chapel was opulant in its own right and gave a more intimate area from the open
style of the Church layout. It is a great puzzle why there is virtually no written history on the extension of the
Church @ intimate details of the Lady Chapel, only that the fact it was constructed in the memory of Fr.
Bonney. History again does not record the removal of the altar of the Lady Chapel and whether this took place
before or during the renovation of 2003. If thias removed from the Church, where did this end up?

Again, history does not record the removal of this item where other items of lesser significance were recorded in
their new é6homedé. The Lady Chapel had the most intric
apart from the above photogtapf the only surviving image of the Lady Chapel.

The image above is undated but it is certainly\®arld War 2 as the stained glass is different from the current
design.Imageabove- copyright Liverpool Record Officelmages below copyright Jonathon Wild.




John Bernard Caldwell

In 1866, Fr Caldwell was the next Fr to appear at the Church after the transition from Fr Davey to Fr Caldwell.
He was born on the ¥@viarch 1826, Clothed in 1844, Professed in 1845, Ordained in 1850. His Missions apart
from St Peterobdsiwéb2; St ahAohns®sChidenkalds7 pAbeoghvanny 1859,
Whitehaven 1863, Acton Burnell 1876, Studley 1878, Gt Malv8811Abbots Salford 1892, Ch Sodbudy

1894, Alcester 1896, Coughton 1897, Wellingore 1902.

Fr Cal dwell was only at St Petero6s for a year. But
musical circles throughout England. In 1866, Raymond Steinforth became choir master on the retirement of
Miss Mary Withnall and the death ofri§! Scarisbrick.

We have to go to back to a note from a former memb
took over the running of the Choir and its conductorship and carried on this procedure for over 40 years.

It was during this period in time where many important sacred compositions were rendered, Masses by Mozart,
Haydn, Hummel Cherubini, Beethoven, Gounod. There were also works and voluntaries by Handel,
Mendelssohn, Rossini, Reissiger, Schubert, as welhes oomposed by himself. It was stated that he wrote

over 200 compositions.

Further to this, distinguished vocalists were associated with the choir such as Garcia, Foli, Trebelli, Sir Charles
Santley, Miss Jessie Bond, AynsleyCoakn d J. L. Hatton. The organist at
Howarth. It was noted that the beauty of the musical services attracted worshippers from all parts of the City,
and St Peterés was put right back on the map. It w
from hotels they were staying in on arflay to the old Qlrch.

The Liverpool Daily Poshoted that Steinforth was a man of many talents. Noted as a man of many talents, he

was a | awyer, musi ci an, |l i ngui st , O6maann do fs ttahtee dw otrh adt
Sailors returned home, they would stil]l go to St P
Salutarisb. Cal dwel | composed ti I"Maytl90& The Chairchonouldh i s

greatly miss his musical direction.

Fr. William Benedict Scarisbrick

Fr. Scarisbrick was born on th& July 1828. He was Clothed in 1844,

Bishop of Port Louis 1872.

He would be the tenth Rector at
1872. Again, |like previous Frods,
way . In the |l atter part of his |

his assistant priests.

the S. P. G (St ePled edadfst eQuitlhde) e
Sunday®d.

One of the greatest additions to St Peterds Histor
about 20 pages entitled 6St Peterbs Seel Street Li
to Fr Scarisbrick for thisc. It details thénistory of the Parish (or District) and provided a very detailed

description of various aspects. In this booklet is a list of the local streets in the Town where the names of the
Priestédés that <cared f ocarl spoarptriocvu ldaers pdeeotpalid si noft hteh ea

hours.(Above imagecopyright Liverpool Record Office)
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Professed in 1845 and Ordained in 1853. His Missions were at Hereford
1857, Cheltenham 1861, Stratford

School in Gilbert Stregbok place, of which he was credited for, along witl

He also saw the need to create a
formed in 1870. There was no contemporary record of this, but this was
noted at a Mission in 1870. The Church notices for the Low Sunday remi
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We find that Sunday masses are at 7,-808m and 11. The evening service on Sunday is always the Vespers of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Further notes contained reveal that there was a special service for every Friday
in the month' the Sacred Heart, 8ts of Purgatory, Stations of the Cross, and Devotions for a Happy Death.
Marriages are on a Sunday at 104dnaind midweek by appointment only. There are €ianfraternatie$

Perpetual Adoration, The Imacculate Heart of Mary, The Souls of Purgatory, Christian Doctrine, the Altar
Society and the Young Menbés Society.

It is noted that a new organ was installed on M&ynthe west gallery and it was suggested that the space in
the recess of the Epistle gallery may be used for the Christmas Crib.

Notes include that the Lady Chapel requireso@fing and redecorating and that there was some frustration
over the diminishing parishioners. The Easter service held 1,510, and it was stated that the year had been
unusually free from sickness.

A report was noted and yet considering the importance of the report, it was lost. A parishioner came to the
rescue and produced a copy. It mentions the various information any standard would provide on their Church
and provides details of the service timiksloes, however, mention two curates of the Parish as Fr. Robert Guy
and Fr. Terence Benedict Snow.

f  Fr Robert Ephrem Guy was born on the 26July 1833 in Swallowfield. He was Clothed on thé'28
Aug 1851 at Downs, Professed on thé Rfiarch 1852 and Ordained on thé"Rine 1859. His
missions were: Swinburne 1861, Warrington 1881 LiverpoolP 186469, Liverpool A 186975,
Weobly 187585, Abergavenny 18785, Bungay 188®8. He was well known as a writer in his time
and also an educational expert. He was noted for drawing large crowds at Seel Street due to his
impressive sermons and after a longy&e he passed away on tHé 2an 1899 and was buried at
Downside.

1 Fr Terence Benedict Snowvas born on the 28September 1838. He was Clothed on th& iarch
1856, Professed on the®2dune 1857, Ordained on theM9ay 1865 and was educated at
Wool hampti on. Hi s missions were St Peteroés Liverp
1894, Last Provincial of York 1888.Fr. Snow was noted for his sketches of Liverpool scenes and was
ni cknamed as hiémampofiends and fellewiers.tHe was mainly responsible for the
organi sati on o fHetpdssed Svay oRtheflgan 85 aged 66latcEast Dulwich.

Fr Scarisbrick was appointed Bishop of Port Louis in Mauritius in 1872 and he retired some 16 years later to
pass away at Great Malveon the 7' May 1908.

Fr. John llldephonsus Brown

Fr Brown was born on the $Quly 1835 in Wigan. He wa€lothed on the stJan 1855, Professed on tHe 4

March 1856, and was Ordained on th& D&tober 1862. His missions were at Scaristrick 1870, Hindley 1870,
Liverpool P 1872, Brindle 1874, Grassendale 1883, Parbold 1891. History does not record anything at his time
in Seel Street apart from him having served there for 2 years. He passedaivayl & Feb 1917 aged 81 at
Parbold and was buried at Parbdlde have to visit his Obituary to gain further details on his life and this is
detailed as below(Copyright plantata.org.uk)

AThe Very Rev. John Il dephonsus Brown, Monk and Pries
Chester, and for twentyix years the Incumbent of this Mission, was born close to this very place as far back as

July 10th, 1835, so that he was witlairiew months of completing his eigisgcond year. In his early days he

was weakly, and threatened with consumption. It sounds strange now to us who can look back-twmoeighty

years of strong, robust manhood, in which his tall commanding figure anaché@isdndsome presence gained

distinction in any companybut so it was. He was sent, in company with an elder brother to Ampleforth at the

early age of nine, in the hope that the air in the Yorkshire moors might invigorate him. How it succeeded you

are allwitnesses.

Owing no doubt, to his delicate health, he was an unusually long time in finishing his course of studies, and did
not leave the school until he was twenty. He was then wavering about his vocation. He had always wished to be
a priest, but for a short timasions of Sandhurst and the glamour of arms crossed his mind, and he was
undecided.



He put his difficulty before the good Prior of the time, who recommended a year at home to clear his views.
'‘But,’ he said, 'if | once go home | feel | may never come back.' 'In that case," said the old Prior, and his reply is
characteristic of the timein that case, on had better give God the first chance, so you will begin your novitiate
to-night.' He was clothed with the habit of St Benedict that very evening, in 1855, and, as he used to say, he
never had a moment's doubt to the end of his life astedgation. If the British Army lost a fine officer, the

Army of Christ gained a wholehearted soldier.

He was professed after a year's probation, and entered upon his seven years of study for the Priesthood. | never
used to hear any of his contemporaries speak of him as distinguished in his studies. He was a hard student,
plodding and conscientiousa manof character rather than of letters. He had a great taste for literature, and

to the very end he was a great reader with wide interests, but he never produced anything. Sometimes a man of
mediocre talent attracts attention merely because those aroundréimeak, and, as often, a man of real

ability is overlooked because his lot is cast among those more distinguished. It explains a good deal, to those
who know, if | say that among his fellow students at the time were an Oswald Tindall, a Jerome Watghough an

a John Cuthbert Hedley.

After his ordination he taught for a few years in the College, and became Procurator. Then in 1868 he was
moved to the sister Monastery of Downside. Here, after a few months, he was elected Prior by the Community, a
very unusual occurrence, and after hisotyears of office were over, there is reason to believe he obtained their
suffrages a second time. Though so long ago, and though, | believe, he never saw Downside again after 1870, it
was one of the periods of his life to which he always referred vatgrimatest interest. Even at the very end,

when his interest in most things was failing, he could always be aroused to talk of that time. He remembered
everything about the place and every person, and was as proud of its present position as thouglever had n

left it.

In 1870 he returned again to the Lancashire which he loved so well, and which fesdeely years he was

never to leave again. His first parish was Hindley, where Abbot Bury, had just built church, house, and schools.

After alittle over a year there he was made Rector of St Peter's, Liverpool, in succession to Father Scarisbrick,

who was made Bishop of the Mauritius. In 1874 he was moved to Brindle, and then began that long course of

life on country missions, which suited lsmwell, and for which he was so well adapted. He was at Brindle ten

years, till 1884, and though a third of a century has since passed away, his memory is still cherished there, and

true hearts have come-ttay to pay their last tribute to their old Pasttn 1884 he went to Grassendale, near

Liverpool, and was there till 1892, when he came to his last home in Parbold. Here he has lived since, here he

has died, and here his hallowed remains wil!/| rest til

Fr. Percy Maurus Anderson

Fr. Percy Maurus Anderson was born on th& Warch 1828 in York.
He was Clothed on the PPecember 1847 at Ampleforth, professed ¢
the 17" Feb 1849 and Ordained on theé"pril 1854. His missions
were at St Peterb6s in 1858, Co

Fr Anderson had served the Church well. He was a Curate from 185
1863 and then from 1874 to 1900, he was the Rector of the Church.

He certainly welcomed the Parishioners with open arms and while hi
tenure did not provide any major changes in the Parish, he knew the
Church and the area well. 21 years in service in different times, he
would have known the building better than most pfRectors and have
seen further changes to the area as the roads were built up to almos
industrial standard.

Notes at the time record dbda | i
Sundayé. His sermons were most
over 27 names were recorded giving their service for many years.

Image copyrighti Liverpool Record Office.



In the summer of 1883, there was one account which was recalled by Fr. William Phillipson who was one of the
Curates. He cheated death in the Church and while there was no recollection of notes at the time, he wrote, some
42 years later of the story to Rrimavesi. It is only by chance that this historical story was noted as it could

well have been lost in time.

In 1883 during the summer months, Fr. Phillipson was unvesting after a service in the Lady Chapel. He would
have been going about his own business and had no foresight in to what was about to happen. A sheet of Glass
weighing 228lb fell from the roof of thLady Chapel! It did not faze him, as with the weather being kind, Mass
was said on the next morning. After Mass, there was an investigation and then a Mr Jelley climbed on to the
roof to inspect what had happened. As he ascended on to the roof, héhimiLthére was a similar pane of

glass that was about to fall in the same way and was hanging by a thread.

It is interesting to understand that at the time, (because the Church was not lighted by Electric) that glass was the
preferred covering (or part covering) of the roof so as to let in natural light. The Lady Chapel would have been a
brighter room than thmain part of the church with three side windows and further glass partitions in the roof.

In 1888, the grand Cent en &wasthé¢ ahasén daid andethere wdfs a Gand Pet er 0 s
celebration. Bishop Scarisbrick oversaw the mueie V. Rev. Canon Woods O.S.B. preached. It was noted
that a small pamphlet with an interim history of the Church was produced.

The only major change during Fr. Andersonds years was
of Paradise Street in to Park Lane, with the loss of Cleveland Square.

Fr Anderson was to pass away quickly and quietly. On the Wedn@&&dagrchhe visited the Orphanage in

Falkner Squarand seemed in good health. There was no indication to suggest otherwise. However he was taken
ill during the nightand a Doctor was called for. They must have considered it serious for a Doctor to be called

but nothing could be done. On th& [arch he received the Vaiticum and died in his monastic habit. Fr

Anderson died on thé"March 1900 at the age of 72.

His Obituary gave a fuller acount of his deé&tbpyright plantata.org.ukjand is noted below:

AOn that same Wednesday afternoon he ordered a cab, a
a Committee meeting, and made several othés. In the evening he heard Confessions as usual, eat his

supper with relish, then in his cheery way, rising from table he cried out 'Now for bed!" But it was the beginning

of the end. Early to bed was his motto and as a rule very shortly after teakathk light used to disappear

from his room. Tenight however he was restless, and the priest next door heard that he was not asleep, though

it was after eleven o'clock. He surmised all was not right, but as the{keeper had of late been in the habit

of calling at Father Anderson's door the last thing before retiring, to see if he might need anything, he went to

bed. Next morning he learnt that his Rector had been very ill during the night, and that the Doctor had been

sent for. On entering his rooneiound him pinched and worn, but his words of sympathy were greeted with:

'The doctor and a sleep will soon put me to rights again.'

He got up at mieday, walked about his room, took interest in the war as usual, and in the evening said his
'Office’ for the following day according to his custom. He felt better at nightfall, but watch was kept that night.

Friday morning came, the last of his life, though he little thought it as he rose, dressed and shaved himself early
enough to find himself in his arm chair by nine o'clock. He felt no better however, only he thanked God he was
not in pain. He could not sibng and lay much on the sofa or sometimes walked about. The doctor visited him

at ten in the morning, at two in the afternoon and at six in the evening. He evidently thought the case extreme.
After the last visit he crossed over to the church and ergtenre of the confessionals startled the priest by

saying that his patient was rapidly sinking, and that if there was not a great change for the bet88r Wwihén

he proposed to pay another visit, the rites of the Church should be administered.

The priest shortly afterwards went over from the church to the presbytery. He was in his own room when almost
immediately the houdeeeper hurried in to say that Father Anderson was dying. Surely enough he was; sitting

in his chair fully dressed as usual is habit, as he had been all day. He seemed unconscious but when laid
upon the sofa he breathed more easily and his heart, though throbbing very fast, began to beat more regularly
The Holy Oils were quickly brought and he received the sacrament ofitextdaction.



If unconscious at first, he grew conscious before the close of the rite, and before the last blessing was given, for
he seized the priest's hand and drew it towards him. Then his speech came back for as the priest said to him;

'Do you know me? Can you speak? You are very, very ill, | have annointed you.' 'Yes," he answered, 'l know, |
know, God bless you for that!'

Then he began to fumble about his shoulder as if searching for something. It was his hood he sought. It had
fallen from his shoulders. He found it and drew it over his head as he used to wear it long ago in the days when
he recited the office in the cha@it Ampleforth. Doubtless he had before his mind a picture of the hooded monk
laid out for his burial, for after having himself fastened it, and folded it on his chest, he crossed his hands and
lay quiet as a child.

'Who is your Confessor, shall | send for him," he was asked. 'No! there is no neccessity. | was at confession four
or five days ago. Kneel down," he said, 'l will go to confession to you and you shall give me absolution.'

After receiving absolution he said; 'Do you think | dare take the Viaticunm.' 'Yes God will surely give you this
last grace, | will bring it to you immediately,’ the priest answered.

He received with great and touching fervour, and when asked if they should pray aloud with him, he begged
them to say one of the dear old Psalms which had been thedailyanions of his life. Later Fr. Cummins

came from St. Anne's to see him and gave him the special Benedictine Absolution for the hour of death. Doctor
Mc Cann made his final visit. He briefly told Fr. Anderson he was beyond all human help. ‘It is isellel a
thousand thanks doctor for all your kindness," he answered quite loudly and unfalteringly.

Both the doctor and the priests retired into the next room for the patient was weary and wished to be alone.
However almost immediately a hurried message called the doctor back. He returned at once and bade them
come quickly. They entered the chamber efdying, and kneeling around recited aloud the prayers for the
dying. His spirit passed. He died as he would have wished it clothed in his habit as his Patron St. Benedict,
scarcely having paused an hour from his work.

The funeral took place on Wednesday, 14th of March. He was buried at Aigburth. The crowds who attended the

Requiem and who followed the body to the grave witnessed to the worth of the man and to the affection with
which he was regarded. 0

Fr. Robert Placid Corlett

e Fr. Robert Placid Corlett was born on thé Plcember 1854 and
Professed in 1874. Hi s Mi ssi
Warrington 1886, 18&%1189%F et er 6 s

He was appointed Rector of S
of Fr Anderton and continued to support and serve the Church
10 years. The dawn of the new Century would have taken plac
during his time there. He al
Curate for 6 years at the Church, so he knew his Parishioners .
the Church in general.

He was Suiprior at Ampleforth from 1897 and had connections
the Church from the past. He was a nephew of Fr. William Plac
Corlett who had served the church from 1834.

Fr. Corlett, described by his parishioners as a dramatic and
passionate preacher. The present pulpit was erected in his hor
to establish a place where he could be remembered after his
passing.

Image Copyright Liverpool Record Office




Fr Co

rlett
he retired his position, he passed away suddenly on a voyage. Fr Corlett passed away'b8epte8ther
1912. He was only 58.

| eft

St Peter 6s

The History of the Stained Glass windows
during this time is difficult to trace. The Church
may have had either plain glass or part stainec
glass windows during its construction, but the
only drawing of the church from the exterior
does not provide the dsgl of the windows.

The earliest contemporary photographs of the
building are from 1926. Yet notes on the Staint
Glass windows confirm that most of the Staine
Glass windows bear the date 1903 and were
unvailed on November 231903.

The 1926 photods of S
windows at the rear of the Church were simple
rectangular small lead lined windows with a
semicircle fan like top. Were these partly
replaced by 19037

The image on the right is from the 1926
collection and shows possibly the original
window O0styled. There
stained glass after this time, and yet again thel
are further editions to the stained glass after th
war when parts of th&indows were blown out.

Image copyright Liverpool Record Office.

Seel Street in 1910 af't

er

His Obituary stated that his death was sudden and that it came to a great shock to everyone who knew him as he
was only 53Copyright plantana.org.uk:

iHI s

deat h

wa s

so sudden
holiday, and was on board ship in the Channel. On the Sunday night he was in the best of spirits and alive with
all that exuberance of humour whicharacterized him.

and

in such circumstances

On the Monday morning he arose, took his bath and returned to his cabin. There he was found later by the
steward, unconscious. His fellgwviests were called; he was anointed, and died. Doctors were in attendance,

but heartfailure was beyond their skilbttouch.

His body was conveyed to Ampleforth, and rested before the altar in the monastery church where he had made
his vows, where he had been ordained and said his first Mass; where, as a boy, he had prayed and received the
Holy Sacraments often. The Dirge wasuated in the evening.

On the Thursday morning a solemn Requiem was sung by his brethren, and then he was laid in the ground to
sleep in the quiet cemetery on the-kille, in the midst of all those scenes wherein the years of his boyhood and
early manhood had been passed:reethat had been dear to him and wrought into his life many gracious and

happy

days.

God

rest

t he

soul

of an unworl dly man

t h

ano



Fr. Joseph Anselm Wilson

Fr. Joseph Anselm Wilson was born on th& @&t 1855 in Bandon
Cork. He was Clothed on th& $eptember 1873 at Belm, professed o
the 8" September 1874, Sol Professed on tH&N6v 1877 and
Ordained on the"™Jun 1881. His missions were at: Liverpool P 1893
Liverpool P 1900, Liverpool P 1910, Dowlais 1917, Leyland 1926.

His missions were very much like Fr Corlett in the fact that he spent
time as a Curator at St Peterd

During his time, questions were raised on the history of Chinatown i
Liverpool as there were Chinese parishioners and friends and they \
happy to provide the background to this question.

The Chinese community estimated that in 1904, there were about 1!
Chinese settled in Liverpool, or at least using the town as a home p«
If we go back to the Directory listings, there were 7 Chinese laundrie
listed but if we go back to the directories of 1927, there are about 1(
total. Image Copyright Liverpool Record Office.

Taken from the O6A Cent ur \Copgrighd
Liverpool Record Office):

fiThe First grouping seems to have been in Frederick Street, where at least three boarding houses existed before
1900, and in Liver Street. The spreading up Pitt Street came later when the first boarding house was opened by
a well remembered host in 19021803. The first benevolent club was the Chung Yee Tong, which was a very
great activity in charitable works. The first social club was at 70 Pitt Street and was later superseeded by the
Republic Reform Club founded by the welbwn Lock Ah Tam, about 1916moved in to its present quarters

in 1924. The first restaurant was opened in Forrest Street, in 1907. Other Clubs were the Sia Yip Association

forlaundrymen and the Khing | ai Thefirst AnplaChireese babyto e baptesedd st e wa
at St Peterds was in 1906, tconsidegdtoliesome tivéntyertsoyeaos be bor

earlier. i

Fr Wil son | eft St Peterds Church in 1910"Navendbercont i nu e

1930 aged 75 at Leyland. He was buried at Brownedge.
His Obituary is partly described beld@opyright plantata.org.uk):

iTowards the end of 1929 Fr Anselm' ' s powers began t
from active work. For over eighteen months this condition remained. At times he seemed to be gaining strength,
but the least exertion sent him baclbta. At midnight of Christmas 1929 he said Mass and spoke a few words

of greeting to his flockTheir hopes, and his also, were raised that he might resume his work amongst them, but

it was not to be. He had worn himself out and though he struggled myardudame gradually to realize that

his days were numbered. For some weeks before the end his body was at intervals racked with pain, which he
bore with unflinching courage. The devoted attention of nurses and doctor helped to alleviate some of his
suffefngs. He prayed continuously and insisted on his friends praying with him. On the Tuesday before his

death, he lost interest in the world around him and lay motionless till the Saturday morning, November 8th,

when before the break of dawn his soul passet$ reward.

The funeral took place at Brownedge on Tuesday, November 11th, St Martin's feast. There was a large
gathering of priests and laity. Fr Abbot sang the Requiem and Fr Hilary Willson, in a brief address, paid a
loving tribute of appreciation to the charactend work of hislifd ong f ri end. May he rest

(o]



Fr. Bernard John Gibbons

Fr Bernard Jon Gibbons was born on tHeAril 1863 in Wolverhampton. He was Clothed on tke 3
September 1881, Professed on tle&S@ptember 1882, Sol Professed on thHeJgh 1886 and Ordained on the
34 March 1889.

His missions were: Merthyr Tydvil 1895, Warrington A 1900, Canton Cardiff 1905, Liverpool P 1908, Leyland
1912, Liverpool P 1917, Clayton Green 1919, Grassendale 1927, Workington 1929, Grassendale 1929.

He served as a Rector of St Peterdés for 3 years fr
being one of Fr. Corlettds assistants. Although on
the war years. Despite the tegfitimes of the war, the parish was actually quite prosperous for a time and Fr
Gibbons took full advantage of this by having the Churetooged. After only a short time, Fr Gibbons left the

parish to servat Clayon Green, of which he then movedto 8t#At i n6s Gr assendal e.

He lived till a good agé 887 and died on 25May 1951. Part of his obituary stai@spyright plantana.org.uk:

i For -fiveoyeatsyrom 1895 Fr Bernard worked in one or other of the parishes served from the Abbey. He
was assistant at Merthyr Tydfil, at St Alban's, Warrington, St Mary's, Cardiff, and St Peter's, Liverpool. He was
parish priest of Leyland, of St fee's, Liverpool, and Clayton Green and, for the last eleven years of this period,

of St Austen's, Grassendale, where he kept the Golden Jubilee of his priesthood. His care and kindness won for
him the affection of his people in these various charge$iealetters to him in his old age, or written about

him, have shown. In 1940 Fr Bernard retired to the monastery broken in health, and suffering much. It was said
of him that one hardly ever entered his room but to find him praying, or reading some spoitkaHis

devotion to the Psalms and study of them was a marked feature of his life. In outdoor pursuits he had loved
gardening, and he was an accomplished skater.

An incident of his early life may be told here, in illustration of his character. Before entering the novitiate he
went to ask for the blessing of Bishop Ullathorne, a family friend and the Ordinary of his native diocese. 'So you
have been at Ampleforthnd are wanting to join the community. | never got any good out of Ampleforth," was

the Bishop's unpropitious greeting. The young man was annoyed, and boldly said, 'Whose fault was that, my
Lord?' 'l suppose it was my own’, the old man answered humblyfé¥eigeople could claim to have got the

better of the grand old Bishop, a rather formidable personage at times. (It should be explained that as a young
monk the Bishop had been lent by Downside to Ampleforth when it had been nearly ruined by the th@dus of
Superiors and many boys in 1830 to Prior Park. It was a difficult time, and there was trouble for the new
prefect, Br Bernard Ullathorne.)

More than once in his last years, Fr Bernard was at the point of death. In the evening of Corpus Christi this
year he was plainly so near the end that he received Holy Viaticum for the last time, and died a few hours later.
His brother, Canon Gibbons of iingham, and his nephew, Paul Gibbons, were at Ampleforth for the Dirge
and Requi em. R. 1. P. fi

Fr. Basil Primavesi

Fr Basil Primavesi was born on the"@pril 1874 in Swansedle was Clothed on the'®

June 1897, Ordained on theé™@arch 1900. His missions were: Warrington M 1902,
Liverpool Ann 1915, Cockermouth 1918, Liverpool P 1920.

Church, as well as the Church activities too. He was to organise the first succeastll
Bazaar, and this came just before the national slump. The area around the Church

and the first block of Municipal flats in the Parish were about to appear.

The Church was also under threat of demolition by a great fire which seemed likely
cross Back Seel Stre¢image Copyright Liverpool Records Office)

September 1892 at Belm, professed on th&&ptember 1893, Sol. Professed on tHe 11

He arrived at the Church when change occurred. Many of the older ways of the Chur
had passed over and there was new change on the horizon in the area surrounding t

(
W

to change. Older Parishioners were passing away, the families were moving out of tc

[



It was noted that Fr. Basil woke from his sleep and upon seeing and hearing the great fire, went down and
placed a medal of St Benedict on the Church wall. A sudden change of wind foilawesther by luck or
greater invention and the fire was taken alwgyhe Church.

Fr Primavesi died on thé"@uly 1937 and his passing was noted in his Obitu@spyright plantana.org.uk:

fiCardinal Manning, in his great book The Eternal Priesthood, says that the death of a fervent priest, though it
may besudden, is never unprepared. These words are a consolation to us who are mourning the loss of
Reginald Basil Primavesi, monk of St Benedict and priest of Jesus Christ. To him death came with an awful
suddenness, without apparent warning, swiftly, in tleee of midnight. Up to a late hour on Tuesday he

appeared to be in normal healtttonversing, jesting, laughing with his brethren; on Wednesday morning his

body was found stretched lifeless and cold across his bed. He, who in the exercise of hyigvpnissty had

been so assiduous in his service of the sick, and had succoured and consoled so many souls in their passage to
eternity, was destined to die alone, unfortified by those holy rites which God in his mercy has given to the
Church to blunt death sting.

But, after all, it is not from a sudden death merely that holy Church prays the Lord to deliver us, but rather from
a death which, besides being sudden, is also unprovided: 'a subitanea et improvisa morte libera nos Domine.'
And when we review the life amerk and character of Father Basil, and strive to penetrate the motives of his
deeds and conduct, we cannot fail to experience a holy confidence that the good God, who decreed for him this
sudden passage to eternity, found him not unprepared for thejgteaey. For if ever there was a priest to

whom was applicable the word 'fervent,' that priest was Father Basil.

Father Basil was sixtthree years of age. His father was an Italian, whose family came from the shores of Lake
Como; his mother was Welsh; and he himself was born in South Wales. His school days were spent at
Ampleforth. He joined the monastic commurtigré, and consecrated himself to God by the holy vows of
religion. For his ecclesiastical studies he was sent to Rome, where his closest friend anstfieleow was

Father Cuthbert Jackson, whom God called, a few months ago, from earthly darknessrirabligit.

In 1900 Father Basil was ordained to the priesthood. After a brief period of teaching in the Abbey School, he
was sent to take part in that extctaustral missionary work which has been entrusted to the English

Benedictine Congregation by the Holy See skEleved for many years as an assistant priest at St Mary's,
Warrington. From 1915 to 1918 he was an assistant priest at St Anne's, Liverpool, with Father McDonald, the
present Archbishop of Edinburgh, as his superior. He was then given charge of theop&ustkermouth in
Cumberland. In 1920 he was transferred as Rector to St Peter's, Liverpool; and there he remained until he died
(as | think he would have wished to die) in the midst of the flock whom for so many years he had loved and
servedd

The Grand Bazaar

‘ ~=7 St. Peter's Schools, Seel Street, Liverpool, 2o

A GRAND BAZAAR
=

Will be held in the above Schools |

Thursday, Friday & Saturday, Oct. 14th, 15th & 16th, 1920, i‘|
= = | i

]- s Op c ies. @
W Thursday, October 14th, at 3 p.m. - . THE LADY MAYORESS. @
Chairman

: F. C. BOWRING, Esq, JP, CC.
i ber 15th, 3 pm. - Colonel Sir JAMES REYNOLDS, DS.O.
Eejday, Octo Chairman: J. S. RIMMER, Esq.
Saturda 16th at 3 p.m. . - Colonel CREAN, J.P.
Rpake Chairman: MAX MUSPRATT, Esq. 1.
o e BB U o g BN RTINS

Above is the Official Handbook Tdfi st hwea sStt oP ebtee rhéesl dS e enl
Seel Street on October the 14,15, 16, 1920. The price of the Handbook was one shilling.

Why was the Bazaar held? It was held for several redsbassimply to raise moneyAbove images copyright
Liverpool Record Officg



decorated, and Electric Light is being installed.

It will entail an outlay of several hundred pounds.

Much must be done to the Priory also to make it thoroughly habitable.

The Schools will, likewise, require money spending on them.

The present population 2,600 as against 14,000 in the forties of the nineteenth century, is not a wealthy
congregation.

The encroaching tide of trade has caused good residential quarters to be converted into warehouses,
and many of our parishioners have been unwillingly forced to leave us. We feel that their love for St
Peterdéds gives us a claim to their help.

1 Our Bazaar, postponed through the illness of the great Rector, will take place on Octobéy 158 14

il
il
il
il

=

and14, 1920, in St Peterds School, Seel Street,
1 We shall be grateful for any help, either in money or kind. This help is urgently and immediately
needed.

1 Will our friends and welwishers also kindly interesteir friends in our behalf and so help to make
the Bazaar a success.

Contemporary views of St Peterés Seel Street.

Before we look to review the next Fr. in a long line of Rectors, we must review the available contemporary
images at thiime, and we start with the earliest internal view of the Church fron®192

I e s .

— Jemun sath 1o Simon Poter~-~

.;‘ 4 ‘ ;w
o yUwY

The View towards the Altar 19207 Copyright Liverpool Record Office On t he Al tar st ates

The Church of St Peterb6s Seel Street, t he- Ol dest
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Shepherddéd. This wording is visible in the image and
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The below image shows the inscription on the Altar as Christ The King. These words were still in place for the
150" Anniversary of the Church. It is not known when the words where changed agairgd PETRUS (You
are Peter).

The View towards the Altar 19267 Copyright Liverpool Record Office

Showing the interior layout of the rear of the Church with the Font area and statue<d@atght Liverpool Record
Office.



